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At Barcelona Open 

Errani avoids 



BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 
— Fifth-seeded Sara Errani 
of Italy beat Maria-Teresa 
Torro-Flor 6-1, 6-0 at the 
Barcelona Open on Tues¬ 
day as the four other seeded 
players in action all made 
their exits. 

See Sports Section 
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Wikileaks grows 
its competition 



Julian Assange. 
BRIAN STELTER 
© 2011 New York Times 
WikiLeaks, the website 
responsible for publiciz¬ 
ing millions of state secrets 
in the past year, has tried 
to pick its media partners 
carefully. 
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Debris left by a tornado coats the door of a home in Vilonia, Ark., on April 26, 2011. The storm killed at least four in the small town 
and destroyed as many as 80 homes. 

(Jacob Slaton/The New York Times) 


Deadly storms batter Arkansas 


By CAMPBELL ROBERTSON 
© 2011 New York Times 

VILONIA, Ark. - A barrage of severe weather sweeping across 
Arkansas has brought flash floods to some parts of the state, 
wrecked this small town and left 10 dead. Residents braced 
for more damage Tuesday evening, as violent storms washed 


Friends and family go through the remains of the home of Lorene 
Shaw, 86, who took cover in a tornado shelter, in Vilonia, Ark., on 
April 26, 2011. 

(Jacob Slaton/The New York Times) 


across the state. 

By Tuesday afternoon, the storms had left about 45,000 people 
across the state without power and destroyed scores of homes. 
In Faulkner County alone, 60 homes had been destroyed and 51 
had sustained major damage, said Shelia Maxwell, director of 
the Faulkner County Office of Emergency Management. 

Six of the 10 deaths were due to flash flooding in northwest 
Arkansas. Four people were killed by a tornado that touched 
down and marched through Vilonia, a small town sitting in qui¬ 
et farmland a few dozen miles north of Little Rock. 

Vilonia is essentially one street, and along both sides Tuesday 
afternoon lay snapped trees, unlaced power lines and gutted 
homes. National Guardsmen and insurance agents rode through 
the town, which smelled of sawdust and dampness, and reso¬ 
nated with the sound of chainsaws and generators. Residents 
stood in piles of wreckage looking the structures somehow both 
strange and familiar that they once called home. “The last I 
heard on the news it was supposed to miss Vilonia,” said Mike 
Cash, a 3 3-year-old construction worker who Monday night 
watched the storm’s progress on television and outside his win¬ 
dows with his wife, three children and two dogs. He saw the 
tornado chugging through the field behind his house, he said. 
The wind suddenly picked up and within seconds he had gath¬ 
ered his family in a closet. □ 
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Wikileaks grows its competition 



File photo of demonstrators are seen outside where Julian As¬ 
sange, the WikiLeaks founder, arrives to a court appearance for a 
verdict on an extradition request in London, Feb. 24, 2011. 

(Andrew Testa/The New York Times) 


BRIAN STELTER 
© 2011 New York Times 

WikiLeaks, the website 
responsible for publicizing 
millions of state secrets in 
the past year, has tried to pick 
its media partners carefully. 
But the site has become such 
a large player in journalism 
that some of its secrets are no 
longer its own to control. 
WikiLeaks’ latest release - 
files related to the detainees at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba - took 
place Sunday in partnership 
with eight news organizations 
in the United States and 
other countries, including 
The Washington Post and the 
McClatchy newspapers and 
The Telegraph of London. The 
“official” release was sped 
up when WikiLeaks learned 
that two news organizations 
that were collaborators with 
WikiLeaks in the past but were 


explicitly shut out this time - 
The New York Times and The 
Guardian - were preparing 
their own Guantanamo stories 
anyway, having obtained the 
information independently. 
This resulted in a mad scramble 
to be first online with secrets 
that would never have leaked 
so quickly if WikiLeaks had 
not possessed the documents 
to begin with. For journalism, 
it was a recalibration of the 
traditional relationships 
among competitors and 
sources. And for WikiLeaks, it 
was a lesson in how hard it is 
to steer news coverage rather 
than be buffeted by it. In its 
first prominent collaboration 
with newspapers, in July, 
WikiLeaks gave exclusive 
access to a secret archive of 
Afghan war logs to The Times, 
The Guardian in Britain, and 
Der Spiegel in Germany. 
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Now, as it gradually releases 
250,000 U.S. diplomatic 
cables, WikiLeaks says it has 
more than 50 local partners, 
most of them newspapers, 
from the Daily Taraf in Turkey 
to Expresso in Portugal to 
The Hindu in India. Some of 
those newspapers describe the 
relationship with WikiLeaks 
as a contract. WikiLeaks’ 
intent has always been to 
maximize its impact, but its 
media strategy has changed 
significantly since it began in 
2007, with the idea that if it 
posted important documents 
to its site - come one, come 
all - journalists would eagerly 
report the news there. Since 
then, it has learned the value of 
an “exclusive” to journalists, 
creating partnerships with 
publishers that impose a 
collective embargo on when 
the material can be published 


in return for privileged access 
to the material. 

On its Twitter page, WikiLeaks 
suggested it did not mind 
that it had lost control of its 
cache of secrets, saying it was 
pleased that its former partner 
publications had “added their 
weight to increasing our 
impact.” Yochai Benkler, the 
co-director of the Berkman 
Center for Internet and Society 
at Harvard University, said 
he thought that WikiLeaks’ 
anti-secrecy quest was 
“enhanced, not undermined, 
by the intensification of 
competition to cover the 
documents.” The Guantanamo 
files, he said, confirmed what 
the earlier releases already 
suggested: that “the future of 
the networked Fourth Estate 
will involve a mixture of 
traditional and online models, 
cooperating and competing on 


a global scale in a productive 
but difficult relationship.” 

In an essay this month in 
the British magazine New 
Statesman, the founder of 
WikiLeaks, Julian Assange, 
explained his reasoning. 
While he described WikiLeaks 
as “firmly in the tradition of 
those radical publishers who 
tried to lay ‘all the mysteries 
and secrets of government’ 
before the public,” he added 
that “for reasons of realpolitik, 
we have worked with some of 
the largest media groups.” 
While the exclusive-access 
strategy has had obvious 
advantages in getting the 
news out, WikiLeaks faced 
criticism for allowing only 
a few news organizations to 
have access to the cables, said 
Greg Mitchell, a blogger for 
The Nation who published 
“The Age of WikiLeaks.”□ 


Katie Couric leaves CBS News 



Katie Couric, the first solo fe¬ 
male anchor of a network eve¬ 
ning news broadcast, will step 
down in June after five years 
behind the anchor desk at 
CBS News without improving 
on the show’s cellar-dwelling 
ratings, she confirmed today 
to People.com. 

Couric reportedly will an¬ 
nounce her departure on air 
following this week’s cover¬ 
age from London of the royal 
wedding. She is slated to stay 
at the helm of the “Evening 
News” through May. 

“I have decided to step down 
from the CBS ‘Evening 
News,”’ Couric told People. 
“I’m really proud of the talent¬ 
ed team on the CBS ‘Evening 
News’ and the award-winning 


work we’ve been able to do in 
the past five years in addition 
to the reporting I’ve done for 
‘60 Minutes’ and CBS ‘Sun¬ 
day Morning,”’ she said. “In 
making the decision to move 
on, I know the Evening News 
will be in great hands, but I am 
excited about the future.” 

“60 Minutes” correspondent 
Scott Pelley is reportedly the 
top choice to replace Couric as 
anchor of the “CBS Evening 
News” when her contract ex¬ 
pires June 4. The network re¬ 
portedly wanted to give both 
journalists and the show’s 
staff the month of May to tran¬ 
sition. 

Couric, 54, joined the last- 
placed broadcast in 2006 af¬ 
ter a 15-year run as co-host of 
morning news powerhouse, 
NBC’s “Today.” 

Rumors of Couric’s departure 
have circulated for months. 
Though refusing to acknowl¬ 
edge her departure outright, 
in recent weeks Couric has 
hinted she would be moving 
on and has blamed the show’s 
poor ratings on the little- 
watched local news programs 
that precede “Evening News.” 
In early April, Couric told the 
New York Times she had been 
“discussing the possibilities” 


of hosting a daytime talk show 
produced by former NBC ex¬ 
ecutive Jeff Zucker. She has 
reportedly been in talks with 
both NBC and ABC and may 
continue to contribute to “60 
Minutes.” 

“I am looking at a format that 
will allow me to engage in 
more multi-dimensional sto¬ 
rytelling,” she told People, 
adding that the details of any 
new show are “still being dis¬ 
cussed.” 

In 2008 and 2009 “Evening 
News” won the Edward R. 
Murrow award for best news¬ 
cast. In 2008, Couric con¬ 
ducted what was perhaps the 
most famous interview of that 
year’s presidential election, 
questioning a sometimes star¬ 
tled seeming Sarah Palin, then 
governor of Alaska and Sen. 
John McCain’s running mate. 
Couric was the first network 
anchor to interview Ches- 
ley “Sully” Sullenberger, the 
hero pilot who safely landed 
US Airways Flight 1549 in 
the Hudson River in January 
2009. 

In recent weeks Couric has 
been promoting a new book, 
“The Best Advice I Ever Got: 
Lessons from Extraordinary 
Lives.’Q 
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Storms unleash deadly tornado, flooding on Midwest 


By JIM SALTER, 

Associated Press 
POPLAR BLUFF, Mo. - A 

powerful storm system that 
spawned a deadly tornado 
in Arkansas caused rivers 
to swell Tuesday across the 
Midwest, straining levees that 
protect thousands of homes 
and forcing panicked residents 
of one town to flee for higher 
ground. 

Six inches of rain fell Monday 
alone in the southeastern 
Missouri community of Poplar 
Bluff, bringing the four-day 
total to 15 inches. The deluge 
caused the Black River to pour 
over a levee in 30 places and 
to break through in one spot, 
and about 1,000 homes were 
evacuated. 

Deputy Police Chief Jeff 
Rolland said it was a “miracle” 
that the levee had held until 
late morning. He credited 
emergency crews for their 
work to bolster weakened 
areas of the barrier and for 
evacuating residents from 
about 1,000 homes. 

The levee extends from Poplar 
Bluff to the town of Qulan 
downstream, in a sparsely 
populated area. Butler County 
Sheriff Mark Dodd said water 
pouring through a breach 


between the two towns was 
unlikely to make it far enough 
upstream to threaten Poplar 
Bluff, a town of 17,000 
residents about 130 miles 
south of St. Louis. 

Authorities planned to 
evacuate only homes closest 
to the breach. 

Flooding in 2008 damaged 
or destroyed hundreds of 
homes in Poplar Bluff, raising 
questions about whether 
the levee was capable of 
protecting the town during 
times of heavy rainfall. 

A federal inspection afterward 
gave the levee a failing grade, 
and the private district that 
operates the levee was unable 
to make repairs since, Tony 
Hill, an official with the Army 
Corps of Engineers, told The 
Associated Press on Tuesday. 
Because the problems weren’t 
addressed, the levee no longer 
qualifies for a federal program 
that provides money for such 
repairs, he said. 

The storm system has dumped 
relentless rain on several 
states over the past week, 
including Arkansas, Illinois, 
Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri, 
Mississippi and Tennessee. 
As the worst of the system 
moved north and east into 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Kentucky 
and Tennessee, the region was 
bracing for a second round of 
storms expected to roll into 
Oklahoma and Arkansas later 
Tuesday. 

The storms spawned at 
least one tornado Monday 
in Arkansas that killed four 
people and carved a wide 
swath of destruction through 
the town of Vilonia, 25 
miles north Little Rock. And 
flooding in the northwest of 
the state caused at least five 
other deaths. 

The National Weather Service 
office in North Little Rock 
sent survey teams to Vilonia 
and nearby Garland County to 
investigate the damage from 
Monday’s storm and assess 
how much of it was caused 
by tornados or straight-line 
winds. 

John Robinson, a weather 
service warning coordination 
meteorologist, said it could 
take days. 

“It wouldn’t surprise me if we 
were to end up with a count of 
10 or 12 tornadoes by the time 
all the surveys are completed,” 
Robinson said. 

Authorities in Mississippi say 
a 3-year-old girl in the city of 
McComb was killed when a 


Liberians get nearly 12 years for theft of US aid 


By NEDRA PICKLER, 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - A federal judge sentenced 
two Liberians on Tuesday to nearly 12 years 
in prison in the theft of more than $1 million 
in U.S. aid meant to help rebuild their war-tom 
country. 

Joe Bondo and Morris Fahnbulleh were found 
guilty in November of conspiracy and fraud 
for the theft of food and constmction materials 
when they supervised rebuilding projects for 
Christian charity World Vision. 

World Vision administered a program funded 
by the U.S. Agency for International Devel¬ 
opment and designed to deliver commodities 
like surplus U.S. wheat and oil to Liberians. In 
exchange, residents were to rebuild their com¬ 
munities after 14 years of civil war that killed 
more than 250,000 people, displaced millions, 
demolished the country’s infrastmcture and 
nearly collapsed its economy. 

Instead, prosecutors said that beginning in 
2005, Bondo and Fahnbulleh had the food sold 
at market for their own profit and used con¬ 
stmction materials and U.S.-funded aid work¬ 
ers to build multiple personal homes. 

They also were accused of forcing subor¬ 


dinates to falsify reports of food deliveries, 
warning them that they could lose their jobs if 
they didn’t cooperate and paying some workers 
hush money for their silence. 

U.S. District Judge Reggie Walton said their 
crime might be worse than financial frauds 
such as the one committed by financier Bemie 
Madoff. 

“There’s no greater harm that can be done to 
someone who is hungry than to deny them 
food,” Walton said. 

Prosecutor John Borchert had asked the judge 
for a sentence of 258 months — one for each of 
the towns they cheated. 

He said the victims were often illiterate and in¬ 
cluded pregnant and lactating women, children 
and people who sometimes didn’t even have 
access to a toilet. 

“Of all the people in the world, why would you 
cheat these people?” Borchert asked. “They 
cheated these people because they thought they 
could get away with it.” 

Fahnbulleh’s attorney Cary Clennon responded 
that the prosecution focused not on the leader¬ 
ship of World Vision Liberia, but subordinates 
“who were easy pickings” and did not get rich 
from their schemes. □ 



A house lies destroyed in Vdonia, Ark., Tuesday, April 26, 2011, 
after a tornado hit the area late Monday. 


storm from the same system 
toppled a large tree into her 
family’s home. The girl’s 
parents, who were in the room 
with her, were both injured. 


(AP Photo/Danny Johnston) 

More showers and 
thunderstorms were expected 
in the area on Tuesday, giving 
crews that worked overnight 
to sure-up the levee no rest.Q 
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STS-134 Commander Mark Kelly waves to the media after ar¬ 
riving at Kennedy Space Center with his fellow crew members in 
Cape Canaveral, Fla., Tuesday, April 26, 2011. Kelly is the hus¬ 
band of wounded Arizona congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords. 
The space shuttle Endeavour and her crew of six astronauts, is 
scheduled to lift off Friday afternoon on an 14-day mission to the 
international space station. 

(APPhoto/Chris O’Meara) 
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Endeavours last skipper 
thrives on speed, risk 


By MARCIA DUNN, 

AP Aerospace Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. - Space shuttle 
Endeavour’s commander, Mark Kelly, has 
spent his entire military career considering the 
options, weighing the risks, making a decision, 
then forging ahead. 

As Kelly embarks this week on his fourth space 
shot — a dangerous undertaking, he admits — 
the stakes are higher than usual. His congress- 
woman wife, Gabrielle Giffords, is still recu¬ 
perating from an assassination attempt. He is 
needed at home. 

Kelly and his five crewmates flew into Ken¬ 
nedy Space Center on Tuesday just before the 
launch countdown. He said that to his delight, 
his wife will be along “pretty soon,” in plenty 
of time for Friday afternoon’s liftoff. 

“She’s excited about making this trip,” he said. 
It will almost certainly be Kelly’s last trip into 
space. This is NASA’s next-to-last shuttle mis¬ 
sion; the grand finale is set for this summer. 
Besides, his wife needs him more than ever, as 
do his two teenage daughters. All three will be 
at the launch, as will President Barack Obama 
and his wife and daughters. 

Those who know Kelly well — including 
identical twin Scott, also an astronaut — un¬ 
derstand and support his decision to blast off 
on the 14-to-16-day flight to the International 
Space Station. 

Both 47-year-old Kellys honed their flying 
skills as high-performance Navy pilots. Com¬ 
partmentalizing — putting their personal lives 
aside for the job — comes naturally. So does 
honoring a commitment. 

“I’ve given this mission everything I would 
have if the events of January did not happen,” 


Kelly said at a news conference last month. 
“I’m very focused.” 

On Jan. 8, Giffords was meeting with her Ari¬ 
zona constituents outside a supermarket in 
Tucson when she was shot in the head, one of 
13 people wounded. Six were killed, including 
a 9-year-old girl and a federal judge. 

“We want Mark on the mission. We always 
have,” said astronaut Andrew Feustel. “He’s 
been our commander for a year and a half, and 
that’s the way the mission needs to fly.” 

What happened to Giffords, while heartbreak¬ 
ing, “doesn’t influence us on the mission at 
all,” Feustel said. “It’s really not had any sig¬ 
nificance on the technical aspects of the mis¬ 
sion.” 

When reminded that even astronauts are hu¬ 
man, Feustel laughed. “Are we?” he asked. 
Kelly, an astronaut for 15 years, loves speed 
and accepts risk. He always has. With police 
officers for parents, the brothers grew up in 
West Orange, N.J., knowing more about dan¬ 
ger than most children. 

Curiously, Kelly got his start on slow ships. 
While studying at the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy in the mid-1980s, he found himself 
on a grain carrier in the Pacific, chugging along 
at 12 knots from Seattle to Egypt. It took more 
than a month just to get to Singapore. 

“I thought, 'Boy, this is way too slow,”’ he re¬ 
called. “That’s when I started thinking about 
flying airplanes in the Navy.” 

Kelly wasted no time going to flight school. 
Both brothers ended up in the same class at the 
Naval Test Pilot School in 1993. 

Soon, fighter planes weren’t fast enough for 
either of them. In 1996, they were selected as 
NASA astronauts. □ 
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IIS court grants new sentencing for Mumia Abu-Jamal 



Some 2,000 people demonstrate in support of US death-row in¬ 
mate Mumia Abu-Jamal in 2000 in Paris. A federal appeals court 
Tuesday ordered a new sentencing hearing for ex-Black Panther 
and death row inmate Abu-Jamal, without overturning his guilty 
verdict in a 1981 murder. 


By MARYCLAIRE DALE, 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA - A fed¬ 
eral appeals court on Tues¬ 
day ordered a new sentencing 
hearing for convicted police 
killer and death-row activist 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, finding for 
a second time that the death- 
penalty instructions given to 
the jury at his 1982 trial were 
potentially misleading. 

The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals told prosecutors to 
conduct the new sentencing 
hearing for the former Black 
Panther within six months or 
agree to a life sentence. 
Abu-Jamal’s first-degree mur¬ 
der conviction still stands in 
the fatal shooting of Officer 
Daniel Faulkner, who was 
white. 

District Attorney Seth Wil¬ 
liams pledged to mount an¬ 
other appeal to the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court, at the urging of 
Faulkner’s widow, Maureen. 
“Yes, the criminal justice sys¬ 
tem in Philadelphia, the crimi¬ 
nal justice system in America, 


have had a history of problems 
and racism,” said Williams, 
the city’s first black district 
attorney. “(But) this is not a 
whodunit.” 

Abu-Jamal’s worldwide fol¬ 
lowers “don’t know the facts,” 
Williams said. 

Defense lawyers said the rul¬ 
ing addresses “an unfortunate 
chapter in Pennsylvania his¬ 
tory.” 

“Pennsylvania long ago aban¬ 
doned the confusing and mis¬ 
leading instructions and ver¬ 
dict slip that were relied on in 
Mr. Abu-Jamal’s trial in order 
to prevent unfair and unjust 
death sentences,” said Wid- 
ener University law professor 
Judith Ritter, who argued the 
most recent appeal in Novem¬ 
ber. “Mr. Abu-Jamal is en¬ 
titled to no less constitutional 
protection.” 

Tuesday’s ruling is the latest 
in Abu-Jamal’s long-running 
legal saga. 

A federal judge in 2001 first 
granted him a new sentencing 
hearing because of the trial 


judge’s instructions on ag¬ 
gravating and mitigating fac¬ 
tors. Philadelphia prosecutors 
have been fighting the order 
since, but the 3rd Circuit ruled 
against them in a pivotal 2008 
decision. 

In rejecting a similar claim in 
an Ohio death-penalty case 
last year, the Supreme Court 
ordered the Philadelphia ap¬ 
peals court to revisit its Abu- 
Jamal decision. 

On Tuesday, the 3rd Circuit 
judges stood their ground and 
noted differences in the two 
cases. 

Under Pennsylvania law, Abu- 
Jamal should have received a 
life sentence if a single juror 
found the mitigating circum¬ 
stances outweighed the aggra¬ 
vating factors in Faulkner’s 
slaying. 

The three-judge appeals panel 
found the verdict form confus¬ 
ing, given its repeated use of 
the word “unanimous,” even 
in the section on mitigating 
circumstances. 

“The Pennsylvania Supreme 


Court failed to evaluate 
whether the complete text of 
the verdict form, together with 
the jury instructions, would 
create a substantial prob¬ 
ability the jury believed both 
aggravating and mitigating 
circumstances must be found 
unanimously,” Judge Anthony 
J. Scirica wrote in the 32-page 
ruling. 


The decision upholds the 2001 
ruling by U.S. District Judge 
William H. Yohn Jr., who first 
ruled that the flawed jury in¬ 
structions warranted a new 
sentencing hearing. 

While prosecutors were fight¬ 
ing that ruling, Abu-Jamal 
has been trying unsuccess¬ 
fully to have his conviction 
overturned. □ 



released by the Denver FBI 
shows Earl Albert Moore, 65, 
who was captured Tuesday, 
April 26, 2011 at a grocery 
store after being suspected of 
leaving a pipe bomb and two 
propane tanks at a Denver-ar- 
ea shopping mall on April 20. 

(AP Photo) 


Suspect arrested in bomb left at Colorado mall 


By P. SOLOMON BANDA, 

Associated Press 

BOULDER, Colo. - A man suspected 
of leaving a pipe bomb and two propane 
tanks at a Denver-area shopping mall 
was arrested Tuesday after being spotted 
drinking coffee at a supermarket about 30 
miles away, authorities said. 

Earl Albert Moore, 65, was taken into 
custody by the FBI and was due to make 
his first court appearance Wednesday. 

The explosives were discovered on the 
12th anniversary of the Columbine High 
School shootings at a shopping center just 
two miles from the school, initially rais¬ 
ing concerns that the apparent attempted 
bombing might be connected somehow to 
the shootings. But at a brief news confer¬ 
ence Tuesday, Jefferson County Sheriff 
Ted Mink repeated investigators’ belief 
that the incident wasn’t related to Colum¬ 
bine. 


Representatives from the FBI and the 
federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms were also present at the news 
conference, but they and Mink refused to 
take questions. That left one of the big¬ 
gest mysteries in the case — the motive 
behind the bomb — unresolved. Investi¬ 
gators have said they found a motive, but 
they have not discussed it publicly. 
Authorities have been searching for him 
since the explosives were discovered fol¬ 
lowing a fire on April 20 at the Southwest 
Plaza Mall in the south Denver suburbs. 
The bomb and tanks were found after a 
fire in a hallway at the mall’s food court, 
but they didn’t detonate. No injuries were 
reported. 

The FBI on Sunday alerted field offices 
covering all 50 states and Puerto Rico to 
be on the lookout for Moore, who had 
been released from prison a week before 
the mall fire. Surveillance video showed 


images of him in the mall and on a bus. 
Moore was captured after a shopper saw 
him at a Starbucks inside a King Soop- 
ers grocery store in Boulder, said Kelli 
McGannon, a spokeswoman for the su¬ 
permarket chain. The shopper called 911 
after alerting a store manager. 

McGannon said a police officer inside 
the store began watching Moore, but it 
wasn’t clear if he had identified Moore or 
was reacting to the 911 call. Moore was in 
the store for about an hour, she said. 
Moore left through a side door, possibly 
suspecting he was being watched, Mc¬ 
Gannon said. He was arrested outside by 
officers responding to the 911 call. 

He didn’t resist arrest and the officers 
didn’t pull their guns, police spokeswom¬ 
an Kim Kobel said. 

Police and store security searched the su¬ 
permarket after Moore’s arrest and said 
they didn’t find anything suspicious.□ 
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NA 1063 



FOR RESERVATIONS 

744-4036 or 745-4847 

Morning Tours From 8:30am until 12:30noon 
Tuesday - Thursday - Saturday 

Includes: • Lunch at sea, rum punch, refreshment’s 

and fishing gear. 


t ;PER COUPLE 

AFTERNOON TOURS ^iwhenyoubrinigjhisad! 
From: 2:00pm until 6:00pm ------- -_rj5 - - - - 


Saturday 

Includes: 


Rum punch 
Refreshment’s 
Bait and fishing gear 


SNAPPER, TIGGERFISH, GROUPER AND MORE AWAIT YOU WHILE CRUISING ALONG THE COAST OR ENJOY A 
RELAXING BOAT RIDE AND THE CARIBBEAN BREEZE ON OUR UPPER DECK. 


Number of 100-year-olds is booming in US 


BOCA RATON, Fla. - Not 

too long ago, Lonny Fried’s 
achievement would have 
dropped jaws. TV and news¬ 
paper reporters would have 
showed up at her door. She 
would have been fussed over 
and given a big party. 

But turning 100 isn’t such a 
big deal anymore. 

America’s population of cen¬ 
tenarians — already the larg¬ 
est in the world — has roughly 


doubled in the past 20 years to 
around 72,000 and is project¬ 
ed to at least double again by 
2020, perhaps even increase 
seven-fold, according to the 
Census Bureau. 

Fried turns 100 on Friday. Her 
retirement community, Edge- 
water Pointe Estates in Boca 
Raton, observed her birthday 
two weeks ahead of time with 
other residents born in April. 
“In the '80s, we’d make a big 



Join us for an elegant dining experience 
with our gracious staff and live piano music. 
Also featuring an outdoor dining patio. 

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 
Behind the Alhambra Casino , , stMjh 

II SnVkHoisi: II 

For reservations call: 582 3444 
E-mail: steakhouse@manchebo.com 



deal about it by calling Wil¬ 
lard Scott on TV to make that 
huge announcement,” Diana 
Ferguson, who has worked at 
Edgewater for 25 years, said 
of the “Today” show weath¬ 
erman known for his on-air 
birthday wishes to viewers 
who hit the century mark. 
“But today we have so many 
residents turning 100-plus 
that it’s not as big a deal.” 
Fried doesn’t mind at all. 
Simply making it to 100, she 
said, is enough. 

“I don’t want any celebration 
or nothing,” she said. 

Bom in Germany, she lost 
her first husband in the Holo¬ 
caust and was herself held at 
the Westerbork concentration 
camp before coming to the 
U.S. She takes no medication, 
moves around steadily with a 
walker and said she has been 
fulfilled by a life in which she 
found a second love, raised a 
family and worked as a nurse. 
“I still don’t believe it,” she 



In this April 12, 2011 photo, Karie MacDonald, left, resident ser¬ 
vices director at the Edgewater Pointe Estates retirement commu¬ 
nity in Boca Raton, Fla., lights candles on a cake during a birth¬ 
day celebration for residents with April birthdays. Lonny Fried, 
third from left, was celebrating her 100th birthday. But turning 
100 isn’t such a big deal anymore. 


said. 

The Census Bureau estimates 
there were 71,991 centenar¬ 
ians as of Dec. 1, up from 
37,306 two decades earlier. 
While predicting longevity 
and population growth is dif¬ 
ficult, the census’ low-end 
estimate for 2050 is 265,000 


(AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee) 

centenarians; its highest pro¬ 
jection puts the number at 4.2 
million. 

“They have been the fastest- 
growing segment of our popu¬ 
lation in terms of age,” said 
Thomas Peris, director of the 
New England Centenarian 
Study at Boston University.Q 


Cocaine and remains found at NM plane crash site 


By SUE MAJOR HOLMES, 

Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. Divers returned 
to the water of a northern New Mexico lake 
Tuesday, where they have recovered fragments 
of human remains, bundles of cocaine, clothing 
and a laptop after a small plane crashed into 
the lake. 

Authorities still aren’t sure how many people 
were aboard when the airplane went down 
Sunday in Heron Lake, said state police 
spokesman Lt. Eric Garcia. 

Divers have found membership cards but 
authorities are not releasing the names on those 
cards because they don’t know if the items 
belong to whomever was on the plane, Garcia 
said. 

The human remains were turned over to the 
state Office of the Medical Investigator. 

Dive team members working 100 to 200 feet 
below the surface in extremely cold, murky 
water have recovered only small pieces of the 
plane — the largest about the size of a piece of 
paper, Garcia said. 

Authorities do not know where the plane came 
from and have not anything with which to 


identify it, he said. 

Wind and current have spread the debris, but 23 
packages of cocaine have been found, Garcia 
said. He said he could not say how much the 
cocaine weighs. 

The cold temperature of the lake means divers 
cannot stay down too long, Garcia said. As one 
team takes a break, another goes into the water. 
From time to time, they gather on the shore to 
assess what they have, he said. 

Witnesses reported the plane crashed into 
Heron Lake, about 100 miles north of Santa 
Fe, at about 10:30 a.m. Sunday. Lake patrol 
officers subsequently found several packages 
of cocaine floating on the lake. 

Air trafficking historically has been a 
significant issue for Southwest border states, 
state police Chief Robert Shilling said Monday. 
In April 2010, state police called about the hard 
landing of a small plane outside Tucumcari in 
eastern New Mexico found a stash of more 
than 400 pounds of marijuana inside the plane 
and hidden in nearby bushes. 

The largest problem now comes from ultra¬ 
light craft used in trafficking along the border, 
Shilling said.Q 























































Recent Customer Satisfaction Survey at AAA indicates 


Positive customer perception of airport services 



Meet our donkeyi-llp 


ORANJESTAD - We would like to introduce 7-Up to you, 
one of the donkeys living at the Aruban Donkey Sanctuary. 
She came to the sanctuary in 2010 when the volunteers re¬ 
ceived a phone call that there was a roaming donkey in the 
vicinity of the Palomarga Racetrack. Catching this donkey 
proved to be very easy, as she was seriously ill. According to 
the vet she had anemia and she needed a series of drips. Dur¬ 
ing the entire time that she received extra care, the volunteers 
also gave her extra vitamins, but nothing seemed to work. 
However, 7-Up had a surprise: she was around five months 
pregnant. Unfortunately she lost her baby; normally donkeys 
have a gestation period of eleven to fourteen months. After 
her miscarriage, 7-Up got her strength back and now she is 
as good as new. 

7-Up has a chip, just like the other donkeys. This way she can 
be recognized and all her medical information is on it. All 
the donkeys at the sanctuary are well-cared for: they get their 
food and drink and when they are sick the vet is called. Yes, 
they are expensive customers. The volunteers try to cover the 
cost through organizing all kinds of activities and by selling 
nice souvenirs in the store. Fortunately there are visitors who 
adopt a donkey now and then, who donate money or who buy 
something in the store. They help keep the sanctuary afloat 
that way. 

The volunteers are now looking for people who wish to adopt 
7-Up. She will stay at the sanctuary, of course; the only thing 
that is needed is that AWG. 30,— per month is paid for her 
keep. In this way you help support this wonderful donkey as 
well as the sanctuary. You will receive a nice document and 
a super T-shirt. And if you like, your name and photo will be 
posted on our website. The sanctuary is open on weekdays 
from 9-4 pm and in the weekends from 10-3 pm; visitors 
are very welcome. The sanctuary is also a great place to drink 
cup of coffee or a juice or eat an ice cream. 

Please call the Donkey Sanctuary at 593 2933 and become 
7-Up’s new family member; you can also register as an adop¬ 
tive parent via our website www.arubandonkey.org. or depos¬ 
it a donation on our Aruba Bank account 40.03.025. Please 

helpO 



ORANJESTAD - As operator and manager of 
Aeropuerto Intemacional Reina Beatrix Aruba 
Airport Authority N.V. (AAA) believes it is 
of utmost importance to periodically measure 
the level of satisfaction amongst its customers. 
For 3 years now, AAA has been performing 
Customer Satisfaction Surveys amongst 
arriving and departing passengers. 

This Customer Satisfaction Survey is 
performed in order to determine the perception 
that passengers have of the current facilities 
and subsequently the current satisfaction level 
of passengers with the terminal facilities. The 
results are used to review processes, initiate 
improvement projects and to determine, to a 
certain extent, the actual use by passengers of 
shopping and F&B facilities at the airport. 


The latest Customer Satisfaction Survey was 
performed in December 2010 and AAA is very 
pleased with the results. 

Passengers were requested by the surveyors 
to participate in the survey by means of 
completing a written questionnaire. During 
a time span of 4 days 300 passengers were 
requested to complete the questionnaire. The 
survey was conducted during the busiest days 
and times, in order to have a better view on how 
the airport performed during peak capacity. 
Each process as rated by the respondents is 
analyzed and the most important processes 
such as Check-in, Immigration& Security 
and Airport Terminal Facilities received very 
positive ratings.□ 
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Frommer’s journalist visits Aruba for an update 



ORANJESTAD - Recently, 
Professor Christina Colon 
visited Aruba representing 
Frommer’s Caribbean Guide. 
She received a guided tour 
of the island and all of our 
newest amenities by the 
Aruba Tourism Authority’s 
representative Ricardo Croes. 
Professor Colon has a very 
impressive background, she 
has a PHD in Geology and 
is also a professor of biology 
while representing Frommer’s 
for many years already. She 
visits Aruba, Bonaire and 
Curacao often to update the 
Frommer’s annual editions. 
Frommer’s is 

a travel guidebook series 
and one of the bestselling 
travel guides in America. The 
series began in 1957 with 
the publication of Arthur 
Frommer’s book, Europe 
on $5 a Day. Frommer’s 
has expanded to include 
over 350 guidebooks across 
14 series, as well as other 
media including the award 



winning Frommers.com publishing, 
website which covers over Since May 2007, Arthur 
3,500 destinations. In 2007, Frommer has been actively 
Frommer’s celebrated its 50th blogging about travel on the 
anniversary of guidebook Frommers.com website. Q 








Win your share of $300 in CASH PRIZES! 
Earn one FREE entry ticket for every 50 points 
earned today from 10am to 10pm. 

Cash Prize raffles from 10:30pm to 11:30pm! 



• tomorrow • 

Don’t miss Bonus BINGO Thursday! 

$1,000 in CASH PRIZES & Progressive Bingo! 
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Sports Bar Bril! 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 



CASINO 
ARUBA 

<Ta divi resorts property 


W here Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Aruba Honey, Vinegar and Buyers 


By Art Kleimer 
Special to Aruba Today 

ORANJESTAD - Every re¬ 
altor is faced with the honey, 
vinegar and buyers conun¬ 
drum. What is the honey vin¬ 
egar and buyers conundrum? 
It is easy. Do we all agree 
honey attracts more bees 
than vinegar? Of course we 
do. Can we also agree that 
as a seller your goal is to at¬ 
tract the maximum number 
of buyers to your real estate? 
Of course we can? 

As a seller your real estate is 
the honey and the buyers are 
the bees. You goal is to sell 
your property at the highest 
price possible in the short¬ 
est time possible and with no 
hassles. 

Wisdom tells us the best way 
to achieve the seller’s goal is 
to have a creme de la creme 
property priced right at the 
market. Everyone knows the 
buyers will be just like the 
bees. 

Buyers like bees can smell a 
great opportunity from miles 
away. Like a bee the buyers 
will invariable go directly to 
the best opportunity. Like a 
bee the buyer prioritizes their 
opportunities and starts with 
the best. Bees and buyers do 
not act irrationally or ran¬ 
domly. They act with pur¬ 
pose and sense/scents. (Par¬ 
don the pun.) 

What do most sellers do? 
Most sellers struggle through 
a long financially expensive 
and emotionally painful pro¬ 
cess before accepting the les¬ 
son of Aruba honey vinegar 
and buyers. 

Sellers and the best kept se¬ 
cret. This is an illness com¬ 
monly suffered by sellers. 
They catch it from reading 
too many how to get rich 
quick books and articles and 
talking to too many people 
who have not been success¬ 
ful in real estate. The best- 
kept secret disease is very 
expensive and debilitating. 
The best-kept secret is when 
the seller says, 

“I will ask $999,000 but I am 
willing to accept $900,000”. 
The seller and good realtors 
will have this conversation. 
Agent: I see you already 


have a bad case of best-kept 
secret disease. 

Seller: What? I am as 
healthy as a horse. 

Agent: You physical health 
may be great but your real 
estate health is about to suf¬ 
fer from best-kept secret dis¬ 
ease. 

Agent Do you know about 
honey attracting more bees 
than vinegar? 

Seller: Of course. Everyone 
knows that. 

Agent: Well how many bees 
do you think you will be at¬ 
tracted by offering your 
$850,000-$860,000 home 
for $999,000? 

Seller: Well, once we get 
them through the door, as my 
realtor you can signal that I 
might consider less than the 
$999,000. 

Agent: Great plan. And how 
do you propose I get them 
through the door? 

Seller: I don’t know. You 
are the expert. That is why I 
agreed to hire you. 

Agent: But all the marketing 
must say you want $999,000 
for an $850,000- $860,000 
home. 

Seller: Well tell them all of¬ 
fers considered. 

Agent: So you want us 
to market the home for 
$999,000 and signal that 
maybe you are willing to 
take a lower offer. 

Seller: Oh no. That would 
be a sign of weakness. 

Agent: Sounds to me like 
you are firm at $999,000? 
Seller: Well yes as far as the 
marketing goes. But I want 
to be clear to you I will take 
less. 

Agent: Why not get rid of 
your secret and tell the world 
what you are willing to sell 
for? 

Seller: What would that do? 
Agent: Sell your house if 
you price it to market. 

Seller: That would not give 
me any negotiating room. I 
would have to stand firm on 
my price. 

Agent: Would you rather 
have an offer, stand firm 
on your price and sell your 
home or would you rather no 
offers no negotiations and no 
sale? 

Seller: Hinmm. 


Agent: So are your going to 
attract the bees with honey 
or are you going to offer vin¬ 
egar and keep a secret from 
the buyers? 

Seller: Well there is some¬ 
thing else I have to tell you. 
Two of my buddies sent peo¬ 
ple over to look at the house. 
They both made offers. 
Agent: So you had two deals 
that fell apart. What were 
those offers? 

Seller: One was $870,000 
and the other was $875,000. 
Agent: Were brokers in¬ 
volved? 

Seller: No. 

Agent: Twice you thought 
the fair market value was 
$870,000-$875,000. 

Seller: Yes. 

Agent: I bet the deals fell 
apart because the house did 
not appraise for $$870,000. 
Seller: How did you know? 
Agent: A bee told me. 

Seller: Ok I hear you. Price 
the home at $900,000. 

Agent: No. You did not hear 
me. You did not hear the two 
appraisers either. 

Seller: huh 

Agent: What were the ap¬ 
praisals? 

Seller: $859,000 and 

$850,000. 

Agent: Then you are go¬ 
ing to list the house for 
$859,000. Some bees are 
more important than other 
bees. In real estate apprais¬ 
ers are the queen bees of the 
industry. 

Seller: Ok but put your 
commission on top of those 
prices. 

Agent: Here is an agent se¬ 
cret. Fair market value is not 
plus or minus agent commis¬ 
sions. It has nothing to do 
with the value of the prop¬ 
erty. Adding the commission 
to the appraised value means 
no buyer bees and no queen 
bees, appraisers. It means no 
sale. 

Seller: Thank you for sav¬ 
ing me from myself. I have 
been stung twice and certain¬ 
ly do not want to be stung 
again. Let’s list the house for 
$850,000 and sell it. Perhaps 
we will have a bidding war. 
Agent: $850,000 is super 
high quality honey and will 
certainly attract the bees.Q 
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Art and Anna Kleimer. 


The Center of Aruba 
has Shifted! 



the Heart of Palm Beach! 


Aura Casino 

introduces the following weekly activities: 



every Wednesday and Friday at 2:00pm 

Early Happy Hour 

CASH Draws on slots Monday through Thursday 
from 4:00pm to 6:00pm 

After Dinner CASH DRAWS 

on slots Tuesday through Friday 
from 8:00pm to 10:00pm 
All new slot machines never before seen in Aruba! 

Keep an eye out for more exciting news 


Aura Casino is located in the Occidental Grand Aruba 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 83, Palm Beach 
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At Cas Shabururi in Santa Cruz 



Starbucks Aruba plants seeds of community service 



'^*CTpO£l 



ORANJESTAD - Starbucks Aruba continues 
to support the Aruban community with various 
community service projects and caring hand. 
Most recently, the employees of Starbucks 
Marketplace participated in the “global month 
of services” community project of Starbucks 
international. 

Together with members of Aruba’s Youth 
Parliament, they went to Cas Shabururi 
(independent living for those with difficulties) 
in Santa Cruz to plant a garden on the premises. 


The employees cleaned the area completely and 
worked together with the residence to create a 
beautiful garden to enjoy. 

At the end of the day, the employees prepared 
a tremendous Starbucks treat for everyone that 
participated. 

Thank you Starbucks for your great initiative 
and may many more companies and 
individuals follow your lead in taking care of 
our community. □ 


ARUHIBA THE 1 AMD ONLY HOMEMADE ARUBAN CI6AB 


SOLEDAD 14-A, IMOORD • TEL: [H97] 593-6177 • bap59@live.com 






he started his own 
production and cultivation 
of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took 
ten years. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is 
important for the molding 
and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar 
box is specially designed 
for the cigars with the 
logo “Aruhiba”. Petrocchi 
considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba 
through fine quality 
cigars. The company 
sells International cigars 
as well. Buy a gift box of 
Aruhiba Corona with five 


ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the 
newest export product of 
Aruba, locally produced 


cigars called “Aruhiba”. 
These cigars are 
produced and cultivated 
in Aruba. Petrocchi has 
always had an interest in 
the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many 
attempts and trips to 
Santo Domingo and Cuba 


cigars and you will get 1 
FREE cigar of $35. 
Located at the Historic 
Dutch Windmill. Open 
from Monday to Saturday 
from 9am till 8:30pm. 

And open on Sunday 


from 9am to 1 pm. Aruhiba farm where cigars are 
is only available in above handmade. For tour to 
mentioned stores. Visit the tabaco factory call: 

our authentic tobacco 586-0347 


BUY & RECEIVE ONE ARUBAN CIGAR FREE WITH THIS FLYER 
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Spring to the Sea 



By: Dr. Carlos Viana 

Spring in Aruba means a mass 
migration to the seaside. Not 
talking tourist here. I am de¬ 
scribing neighbors who stay 
far away from the ocean 
the whole year, but then are 
moved to spend the week 
“camping” by the ocean. Do 
not believe for a moment that 
this is a local tradition. People 
have been drawn to the sea for 
fim, health and revitalization 
since ancient times. Plato, 
the Greek philosopher said, 
“The Sea cures all ailments of 
man.” Plato as well as Hip¬ 
pocrates, the father of modem 
medicine, often prescribed 
bathing in the sea as a health 
treatment. 

Most of us know that a trip to 
the sea makes us feel “new.” 
Why? First, the ocean air 
is filled with negative ions. 
Countless studies have been 
done on how negative ions 
clean dust and therefore re¬ 
duce symptoms of allergies, 
counteract negative effects 
of smoking, and increase the 
flow of oxygen to the brain; 
resulting in higher alertness, 
decrease drowsiness, and 
more mental energy. Wow, all 
that from going to the ocean? 
Do you know that sea water 
contains all the 104 minerals 
and trace elements present in 
human semm, or plasma? So 
powerful are the effects of 
the sea water on the human 
body, mind and spirit that a 
rejuvenating therapy known 
as Thalassotherapy, from the 
Greek words, “Thalasso” for 
sea; and “therapy” for treat¬ 
ment has been practiced since 
well before the 1800’s when 
the French coined the word. 
So, soaking in the ocean or 
if you’re not lucky enough to 
live near the ocean, a sea salt 


bath, is a therapy that allows 
the skin to absorb and ben¬ 
efit from ocean minerals. As a 
complimentary physician and 
a medical anthropologist, I re¬ 
alize that this urge to go to the 
sea in springtime, is a primal 
urge to clean ourselves from 
the past so that we can be re¬ 
born. 

I recommend when¬ 
ever possible, that parents take 
their children to the ocean to 
clean their sinuses. Ocean 
water is a natural antihista¬ 
mine that helps clear up mu¬ 
cus secretions. It is a power¬ 
ful antihistamine that does not 
make you drowsy and has no 
negative side effects. Antibi¬ 
otic do not help fight viruses. 
However, nearly all viruses 
will succumb to sea water and 
natural sunshine. 

I believe in the heal¬ 
ing power of the sea so strong¬ 
ly, that I developed a “Water” 
therapy for our patients who 
are swollen with edema. I call 
this treatment “Head out Im¬ 
mersion”. The number of peo¬ 
ple in our community taking 
diuretics, or drugs to remove 
excess body fluid or edema 
is staggering. Many people 
think if they are suffering from 
edema they have too much 
water in the body and do not 
drink fluids. Actually, edema 
actually is one of the signs of 
dehydration or that the body is 
trying to dilute a poison. The 
fluid swelling arms and legs 
is salty water that can be re¬ 
plenished with fresh, healthy 
water. 

I supervise my patients who 
want help to move out this 
“dirty” water by having them 
drink more water and sit in the 
ocean. Before leaving your 
house measure the thickness of 
your legs. Drink a liter (quart) 


of water and go to the beach. 
Sit in the water for forty min¬ 
utes with the water up to your 
neck with your head out of the 
water, your arms and legs un¬ 
derwater. If you also have hy¬ 
pertension you will leave the 
water, get home and realize 
that you are ready for a sound 
nap. Our Head Out Immersion 
produces positive results and 
here at Viana Healing Center 
we have seen this easy proce¬ 
dure work small miracles with 
swollen bodies. By the way, 
you know that diuretic you are 
taking? It does remove some 
body fluid and potassium, but 
leaves the salt behind, which 
means you are going to swell 
up faster. The head out im¬ 
mersion also removes your 
excess body salt. Meanwhile, 
the potassium you have lost 
is a very important mineral 
for the proper function of all 
cells, tissues, and organs in the 
human body. If you are tak¬ 
ing a diuretic it is important 
to replace the lost potassium. 
Many foods contain potassi¬ 
um, including all meats, some 
types of fish, such as salmon, 
cod, and flounder, and many 
fruits, vegetables, and beans. 

Another “Hydro” 
(water) therapy and a great 
way to detoxify your organs 
and hydrate your body is by 
having your colon washed. 
Colon Hydro-therapy is an 
extended and more complete 
form of an enema. Colon hy¬ 
drotherapy involves the gentle 
infusion of warm filtered wa¬ 
ter into the rectum by a trained 
therapist or Natural Physi¬ 
cian, using no chemicals or 
drugs. The out flowing water 
removes excess gas, mucus, 
infectious material and fe¬ 
ces. It is the natural solution 
to conditions, which interfere 


with the normal functions of 
the colon. We get extra re¬ 
quest for this treatment in our 
clinic, especially after holiday 
binging, or when beginning 
a weight loss or other health 
program or as a “spring clean¬ 
ing”. Many patients state that 
they feel reborn after this ther¬ 
apy. 

Get the Point! If you 
are blessed as we are to live 
by the ocean, one of the best 
‘cures for all ailments’ is free. 
If you are lucky enough to 
vacation by the sea, take full 
advantage of it natural heal¬ 
ing properties. When you get 
home, you can check out a spa 
that offers Thalassotherapy or 
get some organic sea salts to 
bath in as a home therapy. Be 
sure to drink plenty mineral 
water every day. If you would 
like more help with a specific 
type of detox or cleansing, we 
offer colon-hydro therapy, in¬ 
dividual medical analysis and 
a program to suite each per¬ 
son. Meanwhile, be part of 
the solution in keeping our 
waters clean so the healing 
will continue. 


CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doctor 
(O.M.D.) having studied in 
Shanghai, China; a Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
a fellow member of the Board 
Certified Association of Ad¬ 
diction Professionals (C.Ad.), 
the Chairperson of the Latin 
American Committee of the 
International Academy of 
Oral Medicine and Toxicol¬ 
ogy (IAOMT), a Rejuvenating 
Cell Therapist and specializes 
in Anti-Aging Medicine, has a 
weekly radio program, writes 
and lectures extensively. For 
information: VIANA NATU¬ 
RAL HEALING CENTER 
NV, Kibaima 7, Aruba, TEL: 
585-1270 FAX: 585-4789, 
Web Sight: www.vianaheal. 
com 

101 Great Ways to Improve 
YOUR HEALTH, 101 Expert 
tips to Great Health, Includ¬ 
ing a chapter by Carlos M. 
Viana, Aruba’s Barefoot Doc¬ 
tor. Available NOW in Aruba 
@ Viana Center, Hotel Gift 
Shops & All Bookstores.□ 




Visit 
/trvibfc f s 

forefeet 
Pvctvr 


Looking for RELIEF? TEL: 585-1270 

Pain & Inflammation - Sleep — Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS, Menopause, 
Chronic colds & flu — Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-pa rtum — Addiction (Alcohol, street 
& legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) — AGE Management 


M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 

Mon. at Rejuvenate Medi-Spa 

(Bubali 5 min, from the hotels) 

www.vianaheal.com 

viananatural@hotmail.com 


Dr. Carlos Viana 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 


In Bookstores & Gift shops 



Go-authored by Aruba’s 
Carlos Viana, o.m.d„ c.njm 
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EVERY HAND PAID JACKPOT, UP TO $300, WILL BE PAID DOUBLE! 
EVERY BLACKJACK WILL BE PAID DOUBLE! 


On Zero & Double Zero on Roulette 
On Every Straight on Three Card Poker 
On Every Straight on Caribbean Stud Poker, when playing the Progressive 
On Every Straight on Let It Ride, when playing the BONUS bet 

TRIPLE ODDS ON CRAPS 


FREE Premium Drinks 
and Snacks 


The Casino at the Radisson, Daily from 12 noon to 4am, 
Saturday and Sunday from 1 lam to 4am 
For information call +297 586 4045 


Russia backs tougher safety 
rules after Chernobyl 


More gunfire 

Arrests reported in 
Syrian crackdown 



This video image taken from amateur video released by Sham 
News Network, a Syrian Freedom group, shows a man throwing 
an object at a tank in Daraa, Syria Sunday April 24, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Sham News Network via APTN) 


By MARIA DANILOVA, 
Associated Press 
KIEV, Ukraine - Tough new 
guidelines could help prevent 
accidents like the massive 
Chernobyl meltdown, Rus¬ 
sia’s president insisted Tues¬ 
day, defending nuclear energy 
during solemn ceremonies 
commemorating the 25th an¬ 
niversary of the worst nuclear 
accident in history. 

Russian President Dmi¬ 
try Medvedev and Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych 
took part in a religious service 
outside Chernobyl’s damaged 
No. 4 nuclear reactor, laying 
the first stone of a monument 
to cleanup workers and plac¬ 
ing bouquets of red roses at 
another monument to Cher¬ 
nobyl victims. 

Medvedev said he has invit¬ 
ed world leaders to work on 
rules for safer nuclear energy. 
His economic adviser, Arkady 
Dvorkovich, said Russia for¬ 
warded its proposals Tuesday 
to leaders of other Group of 
Eight countries, and he hoped 
they would be discussed 
at next month’s summit in 
France. 

“It’s of utmost importance 
that we understand what kind 
of force humankind is dealing 
with so that our solutions ... 
meet the challenges of nuclear 
energy,” Medvedev said. 

The accident on April 26, 
1986, spewed a cloud of ra¬ 
dioactive fallout over much 
of Europe and forced hun¬ 
dreds of thousands from their 
homes in heavily hit areas of 
Ukraine, Belarus and west¬ 
ern Russia. It has left forests 
and farmland still contami¬ 
nated, offering a warning to 



Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych, right, and Rus¬ 
sian President Dmitry Medve¬ 
dev, center, ring bells at a me¬ 
morial ceremony marking the 
25th anniversary of the world’s 
worst nuclear disaster as Rus¬ 
sian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill, 
left, looks on, near the Cher¬ 
nobyl nuclear power plant in 
Ukraine on Tuesday, April 26, 
2011 . 

(AP Photo) 

the Japanese of the potential 
long-term effects of their own 
nuclear disaster at the Fuku- 
shima Dai-ichi nuclear plant. 
The Chernobyl accident fos¬ 
tered deep mistrust among 
many in the affected areas, 
because Soviet leaders waited 
for days to tell people about 
the accident, evacuate them 
from contaminated areas and 
warn them how to reduce 
health risks. Medvedev called 
that a major mistake. 

“The duty of the government 
is to tell its people the truth. 
We must admit that the gov¬ 
ernment did not always be¬ 
have in the right way,” he 
said. “We must all be honest, 
we must give absolutely clear 
information about what is go¬ 
ing on.’Q 


By BASSEM MROUE 
DIAAHADID, 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT - Residents of the 
southern Syrian city of Da¬ 
raa braved sniper fire Tues¬ 
day to pull the bullet-riddled 
bodies of the dead from the 
streets and hide them from 
security forces, a day after a 
brutal government crackdown 
on the popular revolt against 
President Bashar Assad, wit¬ 
nesses said. 

As heavy gunfire reverberated 
through Daraa, a Syrian hu¬ 
man rights group said authori¬ 
ties detained dozens of people 
across the country, mainly in 
several Damascus suburbs, 
including the town of Douma 
and in the northern coastal 
city of Jableh. 

A relentless crackdown since 
mid-March has killed more 
than 400 people across Syria, 
with 120 dead over the week¬ 
end, rights groups said. That 
has only emboldened protest¬ 
ers who started their revolt 
with calls for modest reforms 
but are now increasingly de¬ 
manding Assad’s downfall. 
The Syrian army, backed 
by tanks and snipers, killed 
at least 22 people in a raid 
launched before dawn Mon¬ 
day on Daraa, where the 
uprising began more than a 
month ago. Security forces 
also conducted raids in the 
towns of Douma and Jableh. 
World leaders expressed con¬ 
cern at the mounting blood¬ 


shed, with the United States 
starting to draw up sanctions 
against Assad, diplomats hop¬ 
ing to send a strong signal to 
Damascus from the United 
Nations, and the prime min¬ 
ister of neighboring Turkey 
telephoning the Syrian leader 
to urge restraint. 

The assault on Daraa appeared 
to be part of new strategy of 
crippling, pre-emptive ac¬ 
tion against any opposition to 
Assad, rather than reacting to 
demonstrations. 

It took more than a day for 
residents of Daraa to start pull¬ 
ing many of the bodies off the 
streets of Daraa, with rooftop 
snipers and army forces firing 
on people who dared to leave 
their homes. One man, Zaher 
Ahmad Ayyash, was killed as 
he tried to retrieve the bodies 
of two brothers, Taysir and 


Yaser al-Akrad, said a resi¬ 
dent, who asked to be identi¬ 
fied only as Abdullah for fear 
of reprisal. 

The corpses were hidden 
away after they were retrieved 
from the streets, Abdullah 
said, suggesting that residents 
might face reprisal if troops 
discovered they had taken the 
bodies. As he spoke on the 
phone, gunfire popped in the 
background. 

“We can’t bury the dead in the 
cemetery because it’s occu¬ 
pied by Syrian soldiers,” said 
Abdullah. “We are waiting 
to find another place to bury 
them.” Snipers also targeted 
water tanks on rooftops in Da¬ 
raa — the last source of clean 
water for many desperate resi¬ 
dents of the parched region 
of 300,000 people, Abdullah 
said.Q 
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Iraqi security forces try to arrest a man during a protest in 
Baghdad, Iraq, Friday, April 22, 2011. Tens of Iraqis protested in 
Tahrir Square demanding the withdrawal of the American forces 
from Iraq, fighting rampant corruption and releasing of prisoners. 
Police allege that the man was a thief. 

(AP Photo/Khalid Mohammed) 

Iraqi PM: Country needs 
help protecting borders 

By REBECCA SANTANA, 

Associated Press 

BAGHDAD - Iraq’s prime minister said Tuesday that his coun¬ 
try does not need U.S. forces to protect its internal security but 
acknowledged that the country still does not have the money or 
training to protect its borders. 

Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s comments come as the coun¬ 
try is struggling to decide whether to ask American troops to 
stay past their expected Dec. 31 departure date. It’s a politically 
toxic question for the Iraqi leader in a country where many peo¬ 
ple are nervous about a future without U.S. troops yet its politi¬ 
cally unpalatable to ask the Americans to stay longer. 

“The internal security situation does not need this,” he said. “As 
for the external defense of Iraq’s sovereignty, then Iraq still suf¬ 
fers from shortages.” 

However the Iraqi leader emphasized that he does not see any 
regional threats to Iraq’s security. Many American proponents 
of keeping U.S. forces in Iraq point to the threat posed by neigh¬ 
boring Iran. “There is no one from Iraq’s neighbors who is 
thinking of sending his troops to Iraq. So, Iraq’s sovereignty is 
protected by the fact that there is nobody in the current circum¬ 
stances who would violate Iraq’s sovereignty,” he told reporters 
at a press conference.□ 


'EARLY BYRD SPECIALS' 



[ phone: 736-4007 J 

Voucher for a FREE glass Balashi or Red House Wine with dinner! 


Yemen opposition to approve Gulf mediation deal 



Yemeni army officers lifted by anti-government protestors shout 
slogans during a demonstration demanding the resignation of of 
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh, in Sanaa, Yemen, Tuesday, 
April 26,2011. Forces loyal to Yemen’s embattled president opened 
fire on protesters demanding his ouster Monday, killing two and 
wounding dozens at various protests, activists said. 

(AP Photo/Hani Mohammed) 


By AHMED AL-HAJ, 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen Yemen’s 
opposition parties said Tues¬ 
day they will soon sign a deal 
mediated by neighboring Gulf 
countries for the embattled 
president to step down, possi¬ 
bly defusing months of deadly 
government protests across 
this impoverished Arab na¬ 
tion. President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, who has ruled for 32 
years, has already agreed to 
the proposal that would create 
a national unity government 
and have him transfer power 
to his vice president within 30 
days of the deal being signed. 
In exchange, Saleh and his 
family would received immu¬ 
nity from prosecution. 

But the proposal, put forward 
by the six-nation Gulf Coop¬ 
eration Council, appears to 
have opened a serious rift be¬ 
tween opposition parties and 
the hundreds of thousands of 
protesters who have taken to 
the streets daily since Febru¬ 
ary to demand Saleh’s imme¬ 
diate resignation. 

The coalition of youth groups 
behind the two-month-old 


uprising rejected the deal, 
and in a statement called for 
nationwide civil disobedi¬ 
ence between 8 a.m. and noon 
on Wednesday. The groups 
vowed to repeat this action ev¬ 
ery Saturday and Wednesday 
until Saleh steps down. 

“We will march to the presi¬ 
dential palaces, the govern¬ 
ment headquarters and parlia¬ 
ment and occupy them peace¬ 
fully,” said Abdul-Malek al- 
Youssefi, an activist and pro¬ 


test organizer. “Our demands 
are that the regime leave along 
with the opposition leaders 
who are old and no longer 
reflect the aspirations of the 
street.” 

Mohammed Salem Bassind- 
wa, head of the opposition’s 
national dialogue council, 
told The Associated Press on 
Tuesday that he expected to 
soon sign the initiative by the 
GCC, which is led by regional 
heavyweight Saudi Arabia.Q 


Buccaneer Restaurant Early Bird Lent Special 

5:30 TO 7:00 P.M 

3 COURSE MEAL, BUILD YOUR FAVORITE MEAL FROM EACH SECTION 


Appetizer 

Fish Soup 
Clam Chowder 
Escargot 
Crab Cakes 


Dessert 

Carmel Flan 
Ice Cream 
Coffee or Tea 


Entree 

Breaded Grouper, Coconut Shrimp & Risotto 
Ultimate Shrimp Trio with Risotto 
Fisherman Stew 

Pan Seared Fresh Catch with Scallops 
Mediteranean Fresh Catch with Risotto 
Chefs Delight, Linguine Surprise topped with fresh catch 

For Reservations call (297) 586-6172 or email us at: info@buccaneeraruba.com 
3 decadesjrfgreat food at a low price 

Join us 6 days a week 
Monday- Saturday 
5:30pm - 10pm 
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*5 Course Entree $ 24 . 95 per person 

Located between hi & low rise **The Lent Special cannot be combined with any promotions** 
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German foundation paid WikiLeaks $585,000in 2010 



FILE - The Feb. 7,2011 file photo shows WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange arriving at Belmarsh Magistrates’ Court in London. 
WikiLeaks’ self-described main financial backer supported 
the organization through donations totaling euro 402,000 (US$ 
585,000) last year, a German foundation said Tuesday, April 26, 
2011 providing a rare glimpse into the group’s finances. The 
Wau Holland Foundation received euro 1.3 million in donations 
for the WikiLeaks in 2010, with some euro 500,000 of that sum 
coming after the website started publishing a huge throve of U.S. 
diplomatic cables late last year, the foundation said in a report. 

(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, files) 


By JUERGEN BAETZ, 
Associated Press 

BERLIN - WikiLeaks’ 
self-described main finan¬ 
cial backer supported the 
organization through dona¬ 
tions totaling euro402,000 
($585,000) last year, a Ger¬ 
man foundation said Tuesday, 
providing a rare glimpse into 
the group’s finances. 

The Wau Holland Foundation 
received euro 1.3 million in 
donations for the WikiLeaks in 
2010, with some euro500,000 
of that sum coming within a 
month of the website start¬ 
ing to publish a huge trove 
of U.S. diplomatic cables late 
last year, the foundation said 
in a report. 

While the organization says 
it is fighting for transparency 
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SOLE MMRE 


Utalianissimo 


EARLY mm 

Special 


$ 25.00 


Three course dinner for $ 

Served from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m 


Insalate Mista or Homemade Minestrone 

• 

Linguini Fruitti Di Mare 
or 

Fresh Filet Grouper, with a side of pasta or vegetables 

or 

Chicken Parmigiana, with a side of pasta or vegetables 

• 

Caramel Flan or Ice cream 
Coffee or Tea 


Chef's Special 


Spaghetti Al Formaggio Parmigiana $21 

An authentic Italian dish flamed with Whiskey 
at your table 

Sole Mare Special $42.50 

Truly a seafood lover dish - Jumbo shrimp, the 
largest on the island, mussels, clams, calamari, 
and Caribbean lobster over a bed of spaghetti 


Kids' Menu 510 

Rigotoni with Meat Sauce, Spaghetti with 
Meatballs, Fettuccini Alfredo, Meat lasagne 
Mozzarella Sticks, Cheese Ravioli and 
Chicken Fingers with French Fries 


Rib Eye Pizzaiola $32 

USDA certified Angus beef, sauteed with extra 
virgin olive oil, tomatoes, garlic, and goeta 
black olives 

Ravioli alia Vodka with Lobster 
and Shrimp $45 






NO SERVICE CHARGE ADDED TO YOUR CHECK 





and freedom of information, 
it has been accused of being 
overly secretive regarding its 
own functioning and financ¬ 
ing. The foundation said it 
paid WikiLeaks euro 143,000 
to finance its campaigns of 
leaking documents to the pub¬ 
lic, covering costs stemming 
from “reviewing and editing 
incoming material, video edit¬ 
ing, analyzing and arranging a 
large number of documents ... 
and much more.” 

Another euro 104,000 was 
paid in regular allowances to 
“a few project managers and 
activists.” 

The report was not explicit 
about how much of this mon¬ 
ey was paid to WikiLeaks’ 
founder Julian Assange. 

About euro60.000 was paid 
to maintain WikiLeaks’ hard¬ 
ware, another euro62,000 for 
travel costs — “usually flights, 
train tickets in the Economy 
Class” — and euro33,000 
in legal fees, said the report, 
which was published on the 
foundation’s website. 

It also said legal fees were only 
reimbursed in relation with 
the organization’s campaigns 
and not paid for “personal le¬ 
gal advice or defending some¬ 


one in court” — a reference to 
Assange’s attempts at fighting 
his extradition from Britain to 
Sweden to face allegations of 
rape and sexual molestation. 
Donations for the organization 
spiked after WikiLeaks pub¬ 
lished the U.S. cables late in 
November 2010, with dona¬ 
tions in December adding up 
to euro500,000 — or about 40 
percent of the year’s total. 
WikiLeaks’ PayPal donation 
account last year redirected to 
the Wau Holland Foundation, 
but PayPal canceled the ac¬ 
count on December 4, follow¬ 
ing pressure against the or¬ 
ganization in the wake of the 
publication of the confidential 
U.S. cables. 

Still, in the first four days 
of December, people donat¬ 
ed WikiLeaks euro 103,000 
through the account, the report 
said. Another euro400,000 in 
December came in through 
bank transfers. 

About 35 percent of the 
2010 donations to WikiLeaks 
through the PayPal account 
came from the U.S., 14 per¬ 
cent from Germany and 12 
percent from Britain. About 
six percent each came from 
Australia and Canada. □ 



STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUNI 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 


Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 


NO SERVICE CHARGE 


Dinner from 5:30 -10:00 



Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 


We are located close to the High-rise hotel's 
at walking distance . 

Call us for Catering Service and 
Private Party’s etc. 

RESERVATION SUGGESTED 



Palm Beach 23. Tel/fax: 586-0077. Open every day from 5:30 pm to 11:00 pm 
email: solemarearuba@hotmail.com 


TEL: 586-7333 
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Great Vacation 

Rental Values! 


• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

• Per room pricing less than major resorts 


Gated community with 24 hours security 
Villas, Town Homes and Condos 

Full resort facilities and services 

Prime location near golf course 
and beautiful white sandy beaches 
Vacation rental program 

Closed December 25th 
and January 1st 

Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am - 6pm 
Sunday 12noon - 4pm 

OUTSTANDING INVESTMENT 

OPPORTUNITY! 


E-mail: info@goldcoastaruba.com • E-mail: rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 

Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 • www.goldcoastaruba.com 


Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 
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A woman cast her vote during gubernatorial election, in Uyo, Ni¬ 
geria, Tuesday, April 26, 2011. Nigeria began voting Tuesday for 
who should serve as state governors in the oil-rich nation, lucra¬ 
tive positions which many politicians use violence and election 
fraud to obtain. 

(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba) 

Ballot thefts plague 
Nigeria state races 

By JON GAMBRELL, 

Associated Press 

IKOT EFUM, Nigeria - Gunmen fired Kalashnikov rifles in 
the air and others brandished machetes while storming a polling 
place here Tuesday, as voters in Africa’s most populous nation 
struggled to cast ballots after the presidential election sparked 
riots killing at least 500 people last week. 

The attackers made off with the yet-to-be-voted ballots, the bal¬ 
lot box and the youth volunteer in charge of this village’s elec¬ 
tion in Akwa Ibom state, witnesses told The Associated Press. 
While international observers applauded Nigeria’s legislative 
and presidential elections held earlier this month, the violence 
that has erupted in the aftermath has threatened the stability of 
this major U.S. oil-supplying nation in West Africa. 

Problems had begun even before polls opened Tuesday for gu¬ 
bernatorial elections in about two-thirds of Nigerian states. 

Two elections in the states hardest hit by the postelection vio¬ 
lence that left charred corpses along the highways are due to be 
held Thursday. □ 


Gadhafi s grip on western Libya may be slipping 



In this photo made on a government organized trip, Moammar 
Gadhafi supporters climb on the ruins of a damaged building 
in Tripoli, Libya, early Monday, April 25, 2011. An air strike on 
Gadhafi’s sprawling residential compound early Monday badly 
damaged two buildings, including a structure where Gadhafi of¬ 
ten held meetings, guards at the complex said. 

(AP Photo/D arko Ban die) 


By KARIN LAUB, 
Associated Press 
TRIPOLI, Libya - Moam¬ 
mar Gadhafi has suffered mil¬ 
itary setbacks in recent days 
in western Libya, a sign that 
his grip may be slipping in the 
very region he needs to cling 
to power. 

His loyalists were driven out 
of the city of Misrata, a key 
rebel stronghold in Gadhafi- 
controlled territory. A NATO 
airstrike turned parts of his 
Tripoli headquarters into 
smoldering rubble. And rebel 
fighters seized a border cross¬ 
ing, breaking open a supply 
line to besieged rebel towns 
in a remote western mountain 
area. Front lines have shifted 
repeatedly in two months 
of fighting, and the poorly 
trained, ill-equipped rebels 
have given no evidence that 
they could defeat Gadhafi on 
the battlefield. The Libyan 
leader has deep pockets, in¬ 
cluding several billion dollars 
in gold reserves, that could 
keep him afloat for months. 
Yet Gadhafi appears increas¬ 
ingly on the defensive. And 
some see the past week as a 
turning point in the fighting, 
citing mounting military and 
political pressure on Gadhafi. 
Hundreds of coalition air- 
strikes over the past five 
weeks have steadily eroded 
his fighting power. NATO 


says it destroyed one-third 
of his military equipment, 
pinned down troops and cut 
off supply lines. 

The introduction last week of 
armed Predator drones — ag¬ 
ile low-flying aircraft better 
suited to urban combat than 
high-altitude warplanes — has 
made it harder for the army 
to hide his tanks and rocket 
launchers in civilian areas. 
NATO appears increasingly 
willing to go beyond purely 
military targets and strike at 
symbols of the regime, such 
as the library and reception 
hall in Gadhafi’s residential 
complex badly damaged by 
two powerful bombs earlier 
this week. At the same time, 


international sanctions and 
the exodus of hundreds of 
thousands of foreign workers 
have disrupted daily life on 
the home front, including in 
Tripoli, the Libyan capital and 
Gadhafi’s power base. Motor¬ 
ists wait in line for days to fill 
up their tanks. Prices are up, 
cash is in short supply and the 
economy is largely paralyzed. 
Even if most Libyans were to 
blame NATO, the hardships 
send a strong message that life 
won’t return to normal so long 
as Gadhafi remains in pow¬ 
er. It’s impossible to gauge 
the level of popular support 
for the regime because of 
government restrictions on 
reporting. □ 
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Of Donald, Dunces and Dogma 



By PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 
When I listen to current dis¬ 
cussions of the federal bud¬ 
get, the message I hear sounds 
like this: We’re in crisis! We 
must take drastic action im¬ 
mediately! And we must keep 
taxes low, if not actually cut 
them further! 

You have to wonder: If things 
are that serious, shouldn’t we 
be raising taxes, not cutting 
them? My description of the 
budget debate is in no way an 
exaggeration. Consider Rep. 
Paul Ryan’s budget proposal, 
which all the Very Serious 
People assured us was cou¬ 
rageous and important. That 
proposal begins by warning 
that “a major debt crisis is 
inevitable” unless we con¬ 
front the deficit. It then calls, 
not for tax increases, but for 
tax cuts, with taxes on the 
wealthy falling to their lowest 
level since 1931. And because 
of those large tax cuts, the 
only way the Ryan proposal 
can even claim to reduce the 
deficit is through savage cuts 
in spending, mainly falling on 
the poor and vulnerable. (A 
realistic assessment suggests 
that the proposal would actu¬ 
ally increase the deficit.) 
President Barack Obama’s 
proposal is a lot better. At 
least it calls for raising taxes 
on high incomes back to Clin- 
ton-era levels. But it preserves 
the rest of the Bush tax cuts - 
cuts that were originally sold 
as a way to dispose of a large 
budget surplus. And, as a re¬ 
sult, it still relies heavily on 
spending cuts, even as it falls 
short of actually balancing the 
budget. So why isn’t someone 
offering a proposal reflecting 
the reality that the Bush tax 
cuts were a huge mistake, and 
suggesting that increased rev¬ 
enue play a major role in defi¬ 
cit reduction? Actually, some¬ 
one is - and I’ll get to that in 


a moment. First, though, let’s 
talk about the current state of 
American taxes. 

From the tone of much of the 
budget discussion, you might 
think that we were groaning 
under crushing, unprecedent¬ 
ed levels of taxation. The re¬ 
ality is that effective federal 
tax rates at every level of in¬ 
come have fallen significantly 
over the past 30 years, espe¬ 
cially at the top. And, overall, 
U.S. taxes are much lower as 
a percentage of national in¬ 
come than taxes in most other 
wealthy nations. 

The point is that we aren’t 
that heavily taxed, either by 
historical standards or in com¬ 
parison with other nations. So 
if you’re truly horrified by the 
budget deficit, why not pro¬ 
pose tax increases as part of 
the solution? 

Wait, there’s more. The core 
of the Ryan proposal is a plan 
to privatize and defund Medi¬ 
care. Yet this would do noth¬ 
ing to reduce the deficit over 
the next 10 years, which is 
why all the near-term deficit 
reduction comes from brutal 
reductions in aid to the needy 
and unspecified cuts in discre¬ 
tionary spending. Tax increas¬ 
es, by contrast, can be fast¬ 
acting remedies for red ink. 
And that’s why the only major 
budget proposal out there of¬ 
fering a plausible path to bal¬ 
ancing the budget is the one 
that includes significant tax 
increases: the “People’s Bud¬ 
get” from the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus, which - 
unlike the Ryan plan, which 
was just right-wing orthodoxy 
with an added dose of magi¬ 
cal thinking - is genuinely 
courageous because it calls 
for shared sacrifice. 

True, it increases revenue 
partly by imposing substan¬ 
tially higher taxes on the 
wealthy, which is popular 
everywhere except inside the 
Beltway. But it also calls for 
a rise in the Social Security 
cap, significantly raising taxes 
on around 6 percent of work¬ 
ers. And, by rescinding many 
of the Bush tax cuts, not just 
those affecting top incomes, 
it would modestly raise tax¬ 
es even on middle-income 
families.□ 



By CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2011 New York Times 
I told myself that I wouldn’t 
be dragged into Donald 
Trump’s “birther” cesspool, 
yet here I am. 

It became too much to ignore 
when he climbed to the top of 
the Republicans’ admittedly 
weak field of presidential 
contenders and serious minds 
began to suggest that there 
was some virtue in his oppor¬ 
tunistic vicissitudes about the 
president and his policy. 

Let me be clear: Trump’s little 
game doesn’t reflect Ameri¬ 
can ideology as much as it 
exposes the flaws within it. 

It further exacerbates a corro¬ 
sive culture on the right that 
now celebrates the Cult of 
Idiocy - from Glenn Beck to 
Michele Bachmann - where 
riling liberals is more valu¬ 
able than reason and logic, 
and where intellectualism 
and even basic leamedness 
is viewed with suspicion and 
contempt. 

It further advances the cam¬ 
paign of the rich and power¬ 


ful in America to exploit the 
fears of those who feel most 
fragile in an effort to increase 
or insulate their fortunes. 

It further enshrines the de¬ 
structive pop culture dogma 
that fame and fortune grant 
moral wiggle room to flout the 
rules and obscure the truth. 
And, yes, it further plays to 
the heavy racial undertones 
that have marked this presi¬ 
dency. (This was underscored 
in the ugliest of ways last 
week when Marilyn Dav¬ 
enport, a Tea Party activist, 
sent an email containing an 
Obama “family portrait,” por¬ 
traying them as apes under the 
phrase, “Now you know why 
no birth certificate.”) 

I first met Donald Trump a 
couple of months ago at a 
cocktail party. Someone in¬ 
troduced us, and he immedi¬ 
ately started in on a speech 
about how beloved he was 
among blacks. He said that 
everywhere he went, blacks 
were telling him to run for 
president and that some hip- 
hop stars had told him that he 
was the most popular white 
man among black people. (He 
reiterated this point last week, 
which was published in am- 
New York, claiming, “I’ve al¬ 
ways had a great relationship 
with the blacks.”) 

I was stunned - a smirk frozen 
on my face. Why this speech? 
Why me? 

He had made a quick racial 
calculation and gone for it. 
And, in some ways, he was 
right. 


Yes, I am obviously black. 
Yes, I follow politics. And, 
yes, I am a fan of hip-hop - so 
much so that a line from Lau- 
ryn Hill’s seminal 2005 work 
sprang to mind: “Men who 
lack conscience will even 
lie to themselves.” But the 
egalitarian intellectual in me 
chafed. These were exactly 
the kind of racial assumptions 
and panderings that I despise. 
Trump has made the same 
racial calculation about the 
right, and he’s again going for 
it. Only there aren’t enough of 
them chafing, and too many 
are cheering. It fits with and 
affirms their desire to dele- 
gitimize this president by any 
means necessary. 

In a way, Trump is simply do¬ 
ing what Trump does: recog¬ 
nizing a branding opportunity 
and playing the part to seize it 
while simultaneously basking 
in the glow of his own narcis¬ 
sistic neurosis. 

As the character Jack Driscoll 
says in the 2005 remake of 
“King Kong”: “Actors! They 
travel the world, all they 
ever see is a mirror.” Trump 
is worse still - a combina¬ 
tion of the self-absorbed ac¬ 
tor and the B-movie creature 
that some in the audience root 
for but most revile - a kind of 
King Combover. 

He’s a little man with little to 
lose. But the right is making 
itself smaller by applauding 
him, and, in so doing, forfeit¬ 
ing what little moral and intel¬ 
lectual standing that they have 
left.Q 
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At Barceleona Open 


Errani avoids 
seeds sweep 



BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 

— Fifth-seeded Sara Errani of 
Italy beat Maria-Teresa Torro- 
Flor 6-1, 6-0 at the Barcelona 
Open on Tuesday as the four 
other seeded players in action 
all made their exits. 

Fellow Italian Alberta Bri- 
anti dispatched third-seeded 
Tsvetana Pironkova 6-1, 6-2, 
while Mirjana Lucie of Croa¬ 
tia’s first win of the season 
was a 7-6 (4), 6-3 victory over 
No. 4 Ekaterina Makarova of 
Russia. 

Czech player Lucie Hradecka 
followed her first career title 
at Fes, Morocco, by beating 
seventh-seeded Iveta Beneso- 
va 6-4, 6-4. 

Meanwhile, Laura Pous-Tio 
of Spain was a 6-3, 6-3 winner 
over No. 9 Barbora Zahlavova 
Strycova. 

Also, Argentina’s Gisela 
Dulko rallied from a 5-3 defi¬ 
cit to earn a 7-5, 6-4 win over 
Kimiko Date-Krumm. 

Polona Hercog, Varvara Lep- 
chenko and Virginie Raz- 
zano were other first-round 
winners. Q 



FILE -iThis April 9, 2011,<file ph offl 
P^^^Mger Woods nearly falinfs^T I 
^backwards after hitting out of the rough 
on the 17th hole during the third round 
of the Masters golf tournament, in 
Augusta, Ga. Woods has what he calls 
a minor knee injury and will miss the , 
Wells Fargo Championship next week at 
Quail Hollow. He hopes to return in a few 
weeks.Woods says on his website that he 
has mild sprains of a ligament in his left 
knee and left Achilles’ tendon. He hurt 
himself while hitting from an awkward 
lie on the 17th hole during the third 
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round of the Masters. 
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Australian Williams wins Stawell Gift 


STAWELL, Australia (AP) — Aus¬ 
tralian Mitchell Williams tore a ham¬ 
string in the closing strides but held 
on Tuesday to win the 130th annual 
running of the Stawell Gift, Austra¬ 
lia’s oldest and richest foot race. 

The 20-year-old from Queensland 
state ran off a 6.5 meter (7.1 yard) 
handicap in the 120 meter (131 yard) 
handicap event and clocked a winning 
time of 12.18 seconds. He collected a 
winner’s check of A$40,000 (same 
US). 

Frontmarker Ed Ware of New South 
Wales state was second in 12.19 
seconds and Andrew McCabe of 
Queensland was third in 12.23 
seconds. □ 
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A timeline of Tiger Weeds’ injuries 



FILE - In this Feb. 12, 2011, file photo, Tiger Woods plays a shot from a bunker on the 14th green 
during the third round of the Dubai Desert Classic golf tournament at the Emirates Golf Club in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Woods has pulled in $3 million from Australia, Japan and Dubai in 
recent years. 


A chronology of Tiger 
Woods’ injuries: 

April 26, 2011 — Reveals that 
he has a minor sprain of me¬ 
dial collateral ligaments in left 


knee and minor strain of his 
left Achilles’, and that he will 
miss the Wells Fargo Champi¬ 
onship. 

Dec. 11, 2010 — Has corti- 


(AP Photo/Nousha Salimi, File) 

sone shot in his right ankle be¬ 
cause of lingering soreness in 
his Achilles’. 

May 9, 2010 — Withdraws on 
the seventh hole of the final 


round at The Players Cham¬ 
pionship with what he fears is 
a bulging disk. He later says 
it was inflammation of a joint 
in his neck. He doesn’t miss a 
start, returning a month later 
at the Memorial. 

December 2008 — Ruptures 
the Achilles’ tendon in his 
right leg. 

June 24, 2008 — Eight days 
after winning the U.S. Open 
at Torrey Pines in a 19-hole 
playoff, has reconstructive 
surgery on the anterior cruci¬ 
ate ligament in his left knee, 
and to repair cartilage dam¬ 
age. He misses the rest of the 
2008 season and is out for 
eight months. 

June 2008 — Is advised in the 
weeks before the U.S. Open 
that he has two stress fractures 
of the left tibia and should ex¬ 
pect to be on crutches three 
weeks, out of golf for an ad¬ 
ditional three weeks. 

April 15, 2008 — Two days 
after his runner-up finish at 
the Masters, has athroscopic 


surgery on his left knee to 
repair cartilage damage. De¬ 
cides against repairing liga¬ 
ment to avoid longer rehabili¬ 
tation and to be able to play 
the other three majors. Misses 
Quail Hollow, The Players 
Championship and the Me¬ 
morial. 

July 2007 — Ruptures his an¬ 
terior cruciate ligament in the 
left knee when he took a mis¬ 
step while running on a golf 
course. He wins five of his 
last six tournaments he plays, 
including the PGA Champion¬ 
ship. 

Dec. 12, 2002 — Has surgery 
to remove fluid inside and 
around the anterior cruciate 
ligament. Misses the season¬ 
opening Mercedes Champi¬ 
onship for the first time, and 
returns 10 weeks later to win 
the Buick Invitational. 
December 1994 —As a fresh¬ 
man at Stanford, has surgery 
to remove two benign tumors 
and scar tissue in his left 
knee.Q 


Hawks get Pachulla back 
for possible NBA clincher 


ATLANTA (AP) — When 
Zaza Pachulia showed up for 
practice this week, one guy 
was really glad to see him. 

“I gave him a big hug,” Hawks 
coach Larry Drew said. 
Atlanta’s bruising center was 
suspended from Game 4 of 
their NBA playoffs after head¬ 
butting the Orlando Magic’s 
Jason Richardson, a play that 
just added to the lore of a 
bench player who knows his 
role is to play physical, turn up 
the passion and, oh yeah, stir 
things up a bit. 

Three years ago in the play¬ 
offs, Pachulia went forehead 
to forehead with Boston star 
Kevin Garnett, refusing to 
back down after they got into 
a tussle. This month, in a 
game at the end of the regular 
season, Zydrunas Ilgauskas 
became so annoyed at Pachu- 
lia’s tactics that he threw the 
ball off his back. 

And they’re friends! 

Pachulia just seems to have 


that effect on people, which 
is why the Hawks are so glad 
to have the Georgian back for 
a potentially series-clinching 
game late Tuesday. 

“You can’t put what Zaza does 
into words,” teammate Mar¬ 
vin Williams said. “The ener¬ 
gy, the intensity, everything he 
brings to this team, it’s really 
hard to replace.” 

With Pachulia watching from 
home, the Hawks ran at least 
five different players at Magic 
star Dwight Howard and held 
on for an 88-85 victory to take 
a commanding 3-1 lead in the 
series on Sunday. Orlando was 
short-handed, too — Richard¬ 
son received a one-game sus¬ 
pension for striking Pachulia 
in the face after taking several 
head-butts. 

No one was more relieved 
about the outcome on Sunday 
than Pachulia. 

“I was proud,” he said. “I re¬ 
ally wanted to win that game, 
especially with me being sus¬ 


pended. I’m just glad those 
guys have my back.” 

It wasn’t easy to watch. 

“Not being part of the team, 
not being able to communicate 
with my teammates, give them 
a high-five or yell at them or 
talk to them, I was very sepa¬ 
rated,” he said. “It was a ter¬ 
rible experience. I hope I’m 
never in that situation again.” 
The 2.11-meter (6-foot-11) 
Pachulia is willing to mix it up 
with Howard, limiting the im¬ 
posing Magic star to a series- 
low 21 points in Game 3 while 
managing to stay on the court 
for more than 26 minutes — 
no small feat, given the way 
Howard draws fouls once he 
gets the ball down low. 

It’s all part of a different tact 
taken by the Hawks after they 
were wiped out by Orlando 
in last year’s playoffs, taking 
the most lopsided four-game 
sweep in NBA history. 

Jason Collins is starting at 
center in this series, with Pa- 



An officia, center,1 steps between Atlanta Hawks center Zaza Pa¬ 
chulia (27) and Orlando Magic shooting guard Jason Richardson, 
left, as they fight in the fourth quarter Game 3 of a first-round 
playoff NBA basketball series in Atlanta 

Associated Press 


chulia serving as his backup. 
That move had a domino ef¬ 
fort, pushing A1 Horford to 
power forward, Josh Smith 
to small forward and Marvin 
Williams to a bench role. The 
Hawks have largely commit¬ 
ted to Collins and Pachulia 
guarding Howard straight up, 
conceding he will do plenty of 
damage but allowing the rest 
of the team to focus on stop¬ 
ping Orlando’s outside shoot¬ 
ers. 

The strategy has worked to 
perfection. Howard is aver¬ 
aging 32.3 points and 17.5 


rebounds, yet the Magic is on 
the verge of elimination. Only 
one other Orlando player is 
scoring in double figures, and 
everyone outside of Howard 
has combined to shoot a dis¬ 
mal 33 percent.□ 
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Neuer stars 
for Schalke 
despite loss 


GELSENKIRCHEN, Ger¬ 
many (AP) — If Schalke 
goalkeeper Manuel Neuer was 
trying to make his case for a 
move to Manchester United, 
he certainly made an impres¬ 
sion on Tuesday — even if he 
could not prevent Alex Fergu¬ 
son’s men from winning 2-0 
in the first leg of their Cham¬ 
pions League semifinal. 

Neuer single-handedly kept 
Schalke in the match for more 
than hour before conced¬ 
ing goals to Ryan Giggs and 
Wayne Rooney in the 67th 
and 69th minutes respectively. 
For both goals, it was more a 
case of Neuer being let down 
by his teammates, rather than 
a mistake by the Germany 
keeper. 

United manager Alex Fer¬ 
guson called Neuer’s perfor¬ 
mance “one of the finest” he’s 
seen against his team. 

Schalke coach Ralf Rangnick 
said Neuer proved he was 
one of the best goalies in the 
world. “We can only thank 
Manuel that we weren’t two 
or three goals down by half¬ 
time,” he said. 

In fact, Schalke could have 
been down by six or more, 
were it not for Neuer’s hero¬ 
ics. 

One of his finest saves came 
when he denied Giggs late in 
the first half. One on one with 
the Schalke keeper, Giggs 
slipped the ball past Neuer, 
but the 25-year-old goalie 
somehow stuck out his right 
hand to palm the ball away.Q 
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Organizers report ‘massive surge’ in ticket demand 


LONDON (AP) — Olympic organizers braced for a last-min¬ 
ute surge in ticket applications Tuesday, the final day for fans 
to purchase the 6.6 million tickets on offer for the 2012 London 
Games. 

With the six-week online sales period closing at 11:59 p.m. in 
Britain, organizers reported a big spike in demand for tickets to 
the first Olympics in London in 64 years. 

Paul Deighton, chief executive of organizing committee LO- 
COG, said the level of applications had “hit the roof’ in recent 
days. 

“In the last week we have been getting three or four times the 
applications above and beyond what was coming in for the pre¬ 
vious five weeks,” he said. “The sky’s the limit based on the 
pattern that I’m seeing at the moment.” 

Organizers said about 100,000 people had started the ticket pro¬ 
cess but had not yet completed their purchases going into the 
final day. 

“We urge sports fans to complete their applications by tonight 
or they could miss out,” Deighton said. 

Applications rose dramatically over the four-day weekend as 
the deadline approached. 

“Six weeks ago I said this was a marathon and not a sprint, but 
now we are heading for the line big time,” LOCOG chairman 
Sebastian Coe said, citing a late “massive surge” in demand. 

On sale are tickets for 650 sessions across 26 sports, with prices 
ranging from 20 pounds ($33) for some events to 2,012 pounds 
($3,320) for a top seat at the opening ceremony. The best tickets 
for the men’s 100-meter final go for 750 pounds ($1,200). 
Organizers opted against a first-come, first-served system, 
meaning customers applying on the final day stand as good a 
chance in landing tickets as those who applied on the first day. 
Organizers have targeted selling about 80 percent of the tickets 
by Tuesday night, leaving about 1.3 million available for sale in 
a later phase. 

Applications will be processed in May and June, with appli¬ 
cants notified by June 24 if they have been successful. Tickets 
for oversubscribed events will be decided by an automated bal¬ 
lot or lottery system. 

LOCOG has declined to give any figures or statistics for appli¬ 
cations so far, although Deighton said applications were “pretty 
well spread” across the sports. 

Coe said it was no surprise that tickets for the opening ceremo¬ 
ny and 100-meter final were in top demand. 

Rowing and track cycling — two sports in which Britain excels 
— are also expected to sell strongly. 

Coe urged fans to sign up for “less obvious” sports, including 
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In this image made available by Freud Communications, children 
play next to a of a sand sculpture on the beach at Weymouth, Eng¬ 
land, Monday April 25, 2011, as the last day of ticket applications 
for the London 2012 Olympic Games approached. The deadline 
to buy tickets is 11:59pm London time, on Tuesday April 26th.(AP 
Photo/Freud Communications, ho) EDITORIAL USE ONLY -- 
AP provides access to this publicly distributed HANDOUT photo 
to be used only to illustrate news reporting or commentary on the 
facts or events depicted in this image. 

Associated Press 

handball and basketball. Despite basketball’s high-profile status 
in many countries and the appearance of big-name NBA stars in 
the Olympics, the sport still struggles for recognition in Britain. 
LOCOG has budgeted about 500 million ($825 million) from 
ticket sales, about a quarter of its overall operating budget. 

The online process was available for residents of the U.K. and 
26 European countries, with Visa the only credit card accept¬ 
ed. Elsewhere, including in the United States, ticket sales are 
handled through national Olympic committees. About 1 million 
tickets will go to non-European overseas buyers. 

There have been complaints in Britain about high ticket prices, 
but organizers say the top-level prices allow for more afford¬ 
able tickets at the other end. 

Some buyers are concerned they have to commit their money 
before knowing how many tickets they will be allocated. Mon¬ 
ey will be taken out of customers’ accounts between May 10 
and June 10, more than a month before they find out the status 
of their orders. □ 
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Red Wings’ Udstrom has chance to win 7th Nerrls 



DETROIT (AP) — Nick- 
las Lidstrom has been nom¬ 
inated to win the Norris 
Trophy. 

Yes, you’ve read that be¬ 
fore. 

The Detroit Red Wings 
star was named a finalist 
on Monday — for the 11th 
time in 13 seasons — for 
the award that honors the 
NHL’s top defenseman. 
Boston’s Zdeno Chara and 
Nashville’s Shea Weber are 
the other finalists. 

“It’s always something spe¬ 
cial,” Lidstrom said. “I’ve 
won it a few times.” 
Lidstrom collected six tro¬ 
phies — five are in his 
office at home in subur¬ 


ban Detroit, one is in his 
Sweden homeland — in a 
seven-season span before 
Chara claimed the Norris in 
2009 and Chicago’s Dun¬ 
can Keith won it last year. 
If Lidstrom wins his sev¬ 
enth on June 22, he will 
match Doug Harvey’s total 
and trail Bobby Orr’s re¬ 
cord by only one. 

“There’s no player that’s 
been as good as long in 
my opinion,” Detroit coach 
Mike Babcock said of his 
star defenseman, who turns 
41 on Thursday. 

Unlike Tiger Woods, who 
acknowledges he’s chasing 
Jack Nicklaus record of 18 
majors, Lidstrom insisted 


that matching or breaking 
Orr’s mark is not a goal. 

As he celebrates his birth¬ 
day, Detroit should finally 
know who it is playing in 
the second round of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 
Lidstrom is 15 years older 
than Weber and seven years 
older than Chara, but he’s 
still at least as good as both 
standouts on the blue line. 
He has 62 points this sea¬ 
son — surpassing his pro¬ 
duction from each of the 
previous two years — to 
rank second among NHL 
defenseman. 

“It means a lot to me to play 
at this level in this league 


at this age,” Lidstrom said. 
“I sat next to Chris Chelios 
for nine years, so I saw up 
close what it takes at this 
age to stay in shape.” 
Lidstrom’s 6-foot-2, 

190-pound (1.88-meter, 
86.18-kilogram) body is 
chiseled thanks to a year- 
round workout that includes 
exercise before practice and 
after games along with a 
sensible diet. 

He eats oatmeal, three eggs 
over easy, toast or bagel, 
coffee and juice made by 
his wife at home or by a 
cook on the road for break¬ 
fast. Spaghetti with meat 
sauce and grilled chicken 
are on the menu for lunch 
followed by soup or salad 
before the puck drops. 
When Lidstrom gets home 
after games, he eats “what¬ 
ever is in the fridge” and 
usually washes it down with 
Amstel Light or cabernet. 
“Sure, I eat junk food like 
pizza or McDonald’s, but 
not that often,” Lidstrom 
said. “When you work out 
as much as we do it helps 
to stay in shape, but I really 
take care of myself in the 
offseason.” 

The four-time Stanley Cup 
champion decided last sum¬ 
mer to put retirement on 
hold, pausing only because 
his oldest son started school 
in Sweden last autumn, and 


signed a $6.2 million, one- 
year deal. Just like it’s tough 
to trick him on the ice, Lid¬ 
strom won’t get fooled into 
providing a hint about his 
plans for next season. 

“I haven’t even thought 
about it,” he said. “I’ll wait 
until the end of the year.” 
Mike Modano is in his 
first year with Lidstrom as 
a teammate after playing 
against him in the previous 
18 seasons. 

“Nick’s intelligence is what 
sets him a part,” Modano 
said. “He knows where to 
be all the time without hav¬ 
ing to overexert himself 
and without getting hit too 
often. 

“It’s frustrating playing 
against him. He’s not phys¬ 
ically wearing you down, 
but he’s always in the way 
with his body or his stick 
and you just can’t get away 
from him.” 

Detroit goaltender Jimmy 
Howard is glad that’s a fact 
more often than not, getting 
a great view of Lidstrom’s 
talents when opponents 
have the puck. 

“When you watch a guy 
come down the ice and see 
No. 5 in front, you can see 
the look of frustration come 
over their face,” Howard 
said. “They usually just 
dump it in.’Q 
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Figure skating worlds starting alter month delay 


MOSCOW (AP) Figure 
skating’s top athletes take to 
the ice for the world cham¬ 
pionships a month later than 
they’d expected and in a dif¬ 
ferent country. 

The championships’ hasty re¬ 
location to Moscow from To¬ 
kyo after Japan’s catastrophic 
earthquake has been a chal¬ 
lenge to every skater’s train¬ 
ing schedule. But for some, 
it’s also brought an additional 
jolt of motivation. 

“I feel like, OK, I can do it 
and I have to do something for 
the people who are living ... in 
Japan,” says Miki Ando, a top 
contender for women’s gold. 
“So many people can’t have 
a normal life any more, and 
so many people died, or they 
don’t know where they are 
still, so I feel like I couldn’t be 
like normal. But after so many 
people were telling me and 
so many people were sending 


(messages) to me 4 go forward’ 
... they push me to feel better 
to skate.” 

After two days of qualifica¬ 
tion rounds, the champion¬ 
ships open Wednesday at the 
Megasport Arena with the 
men’s short program. 

“I don’t want to think about 
what happened in Japan. But 
to show everything I can do 
here is the best thing I can do 
for everybody,” said defend¬ 
ing men’s champion Daisuke 
Takahashi of Japan. “I’d like 
to give joy and hope to the 
people with my skating.” 

The championships originally 
were to have started March 21 
in Tokyo, and the ensuing un¬ 
certainty and rescheduling left 
most skaters wobbling with 
doubt and anxiety about how 
to train. 

“When we knew about Tokyo 
and Russia I was very tired, 
and it was very difficult to 


come back on the ice again to 
get ready for the world cham¬ 
pionship,” said Brian Joubert 
of France, a bronze medalist 
at the last two worlds. 

But most appear to have ad¬ 
justed. 

“I think we’re all in the same 
boat, on the same playing 
field,” said Canada’s Pat¬ 
rick Chan, the reigning silver 
medalist. “It feels like a world 
championship, like it always 
does.” 

Japanese fans seeking conso¬ 
lation through the beauty and 
power of skating will have 
much to watch in this cham¬ 
pionships. Mao Asada is de¬ 
fending her title and Ando, 
the 2007 world champion, 
aims for another gold. Ando 
recently has appeared to be 
resurgent, defeating Asada in 
the Four Continents and in the 
Japanese national champion¬ 
ships. 


Spain’s Castrovie jo wins Tour de Romandie prologue 



Spanish Jonathan Castroviejo 
of team Euskatel is on his way 
to the 1st place of the prologue, 
a 3 km race against the clock, 
at the 65th Tour de Romandie 
UCI ProTour cycling race in 
Martigny, Switzerland, Tues¬ 
day, April 26, 2011. 

Associated Press 


MARTIGNY, Switzerland (AP) — Jonathan Castro viejo of 
Spain won the opening prologue stage of the Tour de Romandie 
on Tuesday, edging Taylor Phinney of the United States. 

Castro viejo earned the biggest victory of his career by covering 
the 3-kilometer (1.86-mile) course in 3 minutes, 40.42 seconds, 
just 0.27 seconds faster than Phinney. 

“My teammates told me to risk everything on the bends and I 
did,” Castro viejo said in translated comments on the race web¬ 
site. 

The 23-year-old Castro viejo topped a youthful podium ahead of 
the 20-year-old Phinney and 21-year-old Australian Leigh How¬ 
ard, who was 0.73 back in third. 

Time trial specialist David Millar of Britain was fifth, more than 
two seconds down, and Astana team leader Alexandre Vinok- 
ourov of Kazakhstan was best of the pre-race favorites in ninth. 
Cadel Evans of Australia was less than eight seconds down in 
25th place, on his return from leg injuries that forced him to 
miss last week’s one-day classics. 

Bradley Wiggins of Britain trailed Castro viejo by almost 13 sec¬ 
onds and Ivan Basso of Italy was 16 seconds back. 

Basso opted to ride in Romandie to prepare for the Tour de 
France in July, and will skip defending his Giro d’ltalia title 
when the first of the season’s three-week grand tours starts next 
week.Q 



Switzerland’s Bettina Heim performs her free dance during the 
preliminary round of the ISU Figure skating World championships 
in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, April 26, 2011. 

Associated Press 

Both, meanwhile, face the gold medalist; the worlds is 
challenge of South Korea’s Kim’s first competition of this 
Kim Yu-na, the Olympic season. □ 
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NL Roundup 



Marlins gifted win by Dodger errors 



Florida Marlins shortstop Donnie Murphy throws to first for the 
double play as Los Angeles Dodgers’ Janies Loney (7) attempts to 
slide into second base during the eighth inning of a baseball game 
Monday, April 25, 2011 

Associated Press 


MIAMI (AP) — The Flori¬ 
da Marlins were gifted a 5-4 
win over Los Angeles in the 
National League on Monday 
when the Dodgers committed 
two errors with two outs in the 
ninth. 

The comeback was helped 
along by shortstop Hanley 
Ramirez, who was mired in 
a 2-for-27 slump and was left 
out of the starting lineup. He 
came in as a pinch hitter with 
two outs in the ninth and Flor¬ 
ida trailing 4-3, and his single 
put runners at first and third. 
Scott Cousins grounder off 
Jonathan Broxton (1-1) scoot¬ 
ed under the glove of short¬ 
stop Jamey Carroll for an er¬ 
ror to score the tying run. 
Chris Coghlan was then in¬ 
tentionally walked to load 
the bases, and Omar Infante 
lined a pitch. L.A. left fielder 
Jerry Sands started in, braked 
and leaped, and the ball sailed 
over his glove. 

Florida’s Brian Sanches (3-0) 
extended his scoreless streak 


to start the season to 13 2-3 
innings with a perfect ninth. 
Rockies 5, Cubs 3 
In Chicago, the home team’s 
shortstop Starlin Castro com¬ 
mitted three errors in the sec¬ 
ond inning alone as Colorado 
notched a win. 

Pitcher Matt Garza’s errant 
throw to first on a bunt was 
the Cubs’ fourth error of the 
game and opened the door to 
two more runs. 

Dexter Fowler had a triple, 
walk and scored a run for Col¬ 
orado. 

Rockies starter Esmil Rogers 
(3-1) gave up three runs in 5 
1-3 innings. Huston Street 
pitched the ninth for his eighth 
save from as many chances. 
Only one of the five runs 
scored against Garza (0-3) 
were earned. 

Diamondbacks 4, Phillies 0 

In Phoenix, new father Ian 
Kennedy threw a complete 
game shutout, outpitching 
Cliff Lee and steering Arizona 
past Philadelphia. 


Kennedy (3-1) struck out 10 
and walked none. 

Chris Young and Gerardo Par¬ 
ra homered off Lee, both on 
the first pitch of an at-bat. Lee 
(2-2) gave up four runs in sev¬ 
en innings, matching his sea¬ 
son high with 12 strikeouts, 
one shy of his career high. 

The Diamondbacks snapped a 
four-game skid as they opened 
a 10-game home stand. 

Reds 9, Brewers 5 
In Milwaukee, Cincinnati 
piled on six runs in the third 
inning to overwhelm Milwau¬ 
kee. 

Jay Bruce hit a two-run homer 
for the Reds, who sent 11 bat¬ 
ters to the plate in the third, 
prematurely ending the night 
for Brewers starter Chris 


Narveson (1-1), who had the 
shortest start of his career. 
Bruce homered and Brandon 
Phillips, Jonny Gomes, Ryan 
Hanigan and even pitcher 
Bronson Arroyo drove in a run 
each to give Cincinnati a 7-0 
lead. Phillips added a two-run 
single in the ninth. 

Arroyo (3-2) pitched effec¬ 
tively into the seventh. 

Pirates 4, Nationals 2 
In Pittsburgh, Brandon 
Wood’s two-run double in his 
first game for Pittsburgh was 
part of a four-run fourth in¬ 
ning that helped the Pirates 
defeat Washington. 

Wood, picked up on waivers 
from the Los Angeles Angels 
on Friday, gave the Pirates 
their first lead. 


Pittsburgh starter Paul Ma- 
holm (1-3) retired the final 
13 batters he faced in seven 
strong innings. 

Joel Hanrahan struck out that 
last batter with runners on first 
and third to finish his sixth 
save. 

Washington starter John Lan- 
nan (2-2) allowed four runs in 
5 2-3 innings. 

Padres 5, Braves 3, 13 innings 
In San Diego, Ryan Ludwick’s 
second homer of the night, a 
2-run shot with one out in the 
13th inning, lifted San Diego 
over Atlanta. 

Ludwick’s winning shot, his 
fourth of the year, came off 
Cristhian Martinez (0-2). It 
was the fourth game-winning 
homer of his career.Q 


AL Roundup 

Blue Jays break out in fifth, beat Rangers 


ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 

— Corey Patterson and 
Jose Bautista homered on 
consecutive pitches in the 
fifth inning to help power the 
Toronto Blue Jays to a 6-4 
win over the Texas Rangers 
in the American League on 
Monday. 

Texas pitcher Colby Lewis 
(1-3) gave up both those 
shots, and another two-run 
homer in the same inning by 
Juan Rivera. He conceded six 
runs and walked four in five 
innings. 

Toronto pitcher Kyle Drabek 
(2-0) finally got credit for a 
win, having got no-decisions 
in three consecutive starts that 
the Blue Jays won after he had 
pitched into at least the sixth. 
He gave up three runs in six 
innings. 

Texas designated hitter 
Michael Young extended his 
hitting streak to 15 games 
with an RBI double that made 
it 6-3 in the sixth. 

Angels 5, Athletics 0 
In Anaheim, Los Angeles 
pitcher Jered Weaver struck 
out 10 and won his sixth 
straight start, shutting out 
Oakland. 

Weaver pitched his second 
straight complete game to 
help Los Angeles snap a four- 



Toronto Blue Jays Corey Patterson follows through on a three- 
run hom run off of Texas Rangers’ Colby Lewis in the fifth inning 
of a baseball game Monday, April 25, 2011, in Arlington, Texas. 
The shot scored Travis Snider and Yunel Escobar. 

Associated Press 


game losing streak. 

He is the first pitcher in the 
majors with six victories in 
his team’s first 23 games since 
Randy Johnson did it with the 
2002 Arizona Diamondbacks. 
Weaver only walked one and 
allowed just one runner as 
far as third base, lowering his 
ERA to 0.99. 

Oakland was shut out for the 
third time in five games. 

A’s starter Gio Gonzalez (2- 
2) gave up five runs in five 
innings while striking out 
five. 

White Sox 2, Yankees 0 

In New York, Phil Humber 
held the Yankees hitless until 


the seventh, guiding Chicago 
to an impressive win. 

The White Sox, who won for 
only the second time in 12 
games, snapped a 23-inning 
scoreless drought in the fourth 
when Carlos Quentin doubled 
and scored on Adam Dunn’s 
grounder. Chicago added a 
run in the ninth after a popup 
fell behind the mound. 

Sergio Santos got the final 
four outs for his first save and 
only Chicago’s second save in 
eight chances this season. He 
gave the White Sox a scare, 
allowing a leadoff single 
before a double play and a 
strikeout ended it. □ 
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Google replants its garage roots in tech workshops 



In this photo taken April 12, 2011, software engineer Ihab Awad 
works on his welding skills at the at a workshop space created 
for Google employees in Mountain View, Calif. The “Google 
Workshops” are the handiwork of company co-founder Larry 
Page, who took over as CEO on April 4. His top priority has been 
making the Internet giant work with the verve and creativity of a 
garage-bound entrepreneur. 


By MICHAEL LIEDTKE, 
AP Technology Writer 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. 

- Amid all the free food and 
other goodies that come with 
a job at Google Inc., there’s 
one benefit a lot of employ¬ 
ees don’t even know about: 
a cluster of high-tech work- 


(AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez) 

shops that have become a tin- 
kerer’s paradise. 

Workers escape from their 
computer screens and office 
chairs to weld, drill and saw 
on expensive machinery they 
won’t find at Home Depot. 
Besides building contraptions 
with a clear business pur¬ 


pose, Google employees use 
the shops for fun: They create 
elaborate holiday decorations, 
build cabinets for their homes 
and sometimes dream big like 
the engineers working on a 
pedal-powered airplane with a 
100-foot wingspan. 

The “Google Workshops” are 
the handiwork of Larry Page, 
who co-founded Google with 
Sergey Brin in a rented ga¬ 
rage. Page authorized the 
workshops’ opening in 2007 
to try to reconnect the com¬ 
pany with its roots. 

Google, which has kept the 
workshops under wraps until 
Tuesday, gave The Associated 
Press an exclusive tour shortly 
after Page reclaimed his origi¬ 
nal job as CEO on April 4. 

The workshops offer a peek 
into ways Page may try to 
make the Internet giant work 
with the verve and creativ¬ 
ity of a garage-bound entre¬ 
preneur. Page believes the 
13-year-old company needs to 
return to thinking and acting 
like a feisty startup as it faces 


competition from younger In¬ 
ternet stars such as Facebook, 
Twitter and Groupon. 

“There is a feeling here at 
Google that all good things 
start in a garage,” said Greg 
Butterfield, an engineering 
lab manager who oversees the 
workshops. “Larry wanted to 
create the same kind of envi¬ 
ronment he and Sergey had 
when they started Google — a 
sort of a playground or sand¬ 
box for pursuing their ideas.” 
Originally known as the “Pi” 
Shop, the geeky getaway is 
open only to a privileged 
few among Google’s 26,300 
employees. To gain entry, 
workers must pass a test that 
includes such questions as 
“When you are using a band 
saw, what speed would you 
use to cut through aluminum?” 
There are four separate rooms 
— for metal, wood, welding 
and electronics — tucked into 
an isolated corner of Google’s 
4.3-million-square-foot head¬ 
quarters in Mountain View. 
Besides heavy-duty equip¬ 


ment, such as an oscilloscope, 
plasma cutter and miter saw, 
there are some children’s toys. 
One piece of gadgetry cur¬ 
rently under construction in 
the shops partially consists of 
Legos — the same material 
that Page once used to build 
an inkjet printer, years before 
creating Google. The proj¬ 
ects that have emerged from 
the workshops include a gi¬ 
ant tricycle that was designed 
to haul around 250 pounds of 
high-tech photo equipment. 
The trikes are used to supply 
the company’s online map¬ 
ping service with pictures of 
streets and other areas inac¬ 
cessible by cars. Engineers 
have used the shops to work 
on early prototypes of smart¬ 
phones that run on Google’s 
Android software, and they 
have customized parts for the 
automated, driverless cars that 
the company has been test¬ 
ing. There are other products 
still under development in the 
shops; the company declined 
to discuss them.Q 


Sony shows tablets to compete with Apple offerings 



Sony Corp.’s prototype tablets code-named, SI, left, and S2, are 
held by models in Tokyo Tuesday, April 26, 2011. Sony is planning 
a tablet computer with a touch panel similar to Apple’s iPad for 
later this year that the Japanese manufacturer promises will make 
the best of its gadgetry and entertainment strengths. SI comes 
with a 9.4 inch display for enjoying online content, such as movies, 
music, video games and electronics books, and for online connec¬ 
tions, including email and social networking, while S2 is a smaller 
mobile device with two 5.5 inch displays that can be folded like a 
book. 

(AP Photo/Kyodo News) 


By YURI KAGEYAMA, 
Associated Press Writer 
TOKYO - Sony is planning a 
tablet computer with a touch 
panel similar to Apple’s iPad 
for later this year that the 
Japanese manufacturer prom¬ 
ises will make the best of its 
gadgetry and entertainment 
strengths. 

The product code-named SI, 
shown Tuesday in Tokyo, 
comes with a 9.4 inch display 
for enjoying online content, 
such as movies, music, video 
games and electronics books, 
and for online connections, in¬ 
cluding email and social net¬ 
working. 

Sony, which boasts electron¬ 
ics as well as entertainment 
divisions, also showed S2, a 
smaller mobile device with 
two 5.5 inch displays that can 
be folded like a book. 

It did not give prices. Sony 
Corp. Senior Vice President 
Kunimasa Suzuki said the 
products will go on sale world¬ 
wide from about September. 
Both run Google’s Android 
3.0 operating system. 

The announcement of Sony’s 
key net-linking offerings 


comes as it tries to fix the 
outage of its PlayStation Net¬ 
work, which offers games and 
music online. 

It is unclear when that can 
start running again. Sony has 
blamed the problem on an 
“external intrusion” and has 
acknowledged it would have 
to rebuild its system to add se¬ 
curity measures and strength¬ 
en its infrastructure. 

Suzuki said both of the latest 
tablets feature Sony’s “saku 
saku,” or nifty, technology that 
allows for smooth and quick 
access to online content and 
for getting browsers working 
almost instantly after a touch. 
“We offer what is uniquely 
Sony,” Suzuki said after dem¬ 
onstrating how the SI was 
designed with a tapered width 
for carrying around “like a 
magazine.” 

The devices will connect 
to Sony’s cloud-computing 
based library of content such 
as movies and music, as well 
as to Sony PlayStation video 
games adapted for running 
on Android and digital books 
from Sony’s Reader store, the 
company said. 


Sony, which makes the Vaio 
personal computer and Play¬ 
Station 3 video game con¬ 
sole, has lost some of its past 
glory — once symbolized in 
its Walkman portable music 
player that pioneered personal 
music on-the-go in the 1980s, 
catapulting the Japanese com¬ 
pany into a household name 
around the world. 

It has been struggling against 
flashier and more efficient ri¬ 
vals including Apple Inc. of 
the U.S. with its iPhone, iPod 
and iPad machines, as well 
as South Korea’s Samsung 
Electronics Co., from which 
Sony purchases liquid-crystal 
displays, a key component in 
flat-panel TVs. 

Sony has already promised a 
successor to its PlayStation 
Portable machine for late this 
year, code-named NGP for 
“next generation portable,” 
promising the quality of a 
home console in an on-the- 
go machine boasting a screen 
double the size of smart 
phones. 

The popularity of smart 
phones including the iPhone 
has been another threat to 


Sony. 

Kazuo Hirai, promoted in 
March to head Sony’s sprawl¬ 
ing consumer products and 
services division, said Sony’s 
strategy has always been 
about combining the benefits 


of hardware, software and net¬ 
working to make consumers 
happy, and that was the same 
goal for SI and S2. 

“There is no change to that ap¬ 
proach,” he said.Q 
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Obama reissues call to end 
oil company tax breaks 


By JIM KUHNHENN, 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - Amid 
rising gasoline prices at the 
pump, President Barack 
Obama urged congressio¬ 
nal leaders Tuesday to take 
steps to repeal oil industry tax 
breaks, reiterating a call he 
made in his 2012 budget pro¬ 
posal earlier this year. 

The president wrote a letter 
to the bipartisan congressio¬ 
nal leadership on Tuesday, a 
day after Republican House 
Speaker John Boehner said 
he was willing to “take a look 
at” repealing the multibillion- 
dollar tax subsidies enjoyed 
by the major oil companies. 
Rising gas prices have be¬ 
come a political weight at 
the White House, with polls 
showing that as the cost rises 
at the pump, the president’s 
approval ratings have slipped. 
Obama has increasingly 
sought to display action on 
oil, even as he concedes that 
there is no immediate answer 
to stem costs 

“High oil and gasoline prices 
are weighing on the minds 
and pocketbooks of every 
American family,” Obama 
wrote. But he also added that 
“there is no silver bullet to ad¬ 
dress rising gas prices in the 
short term.” 

Obama’s proposal, spelled 
out in his budget plan, would 
eliminate a number of tax 
breaks for oil companies that 
would generate an estimated 
$4 billion a year in additional 
revenue. 

A Boehner spokesman, Bren¬ 
dan Buck, said Tuesday that 
Obama’s suggestions “would 
simply raise taxes and in¬ 
crease the price at the pump.” 
Buck said that Boehner’s will¬ 
ingness to examine a subsidy 
does not mean he is advocat¬ 
ing its repeal. 

He said Boehner “is only in¬ 
terested in reforms that actu¬ 
ally lower energy costs and 
create American jobs.” 
Obama’s letter was addressed 
to Boehner, House Democrat¬ 
ic leader Nancy Pelosi, Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid 
and Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell. 

Blaming the subsidies on 


“outdated tax laws,” Obama 
said that money obtained from 
repealing the breaks should be 
spent on clean energy initia¬ 
tives to reduce dependence on 
foreign oil. 

On Monday, Boehner told 
ABC News that the govern¬ 
ment is low on revenues and 
that oil companies “ought to 
be paying their fair share.” 
“We certainly ought to take 
a look at it,” Boehner said. 
“We’re at a time when the 
federal government’s short on 
revenues. We need to control 
spending but we need to have 
revenues to keep the govern¬ 
ment moving.” 

Obama, in his letter, said he 
was “heartened” by Boeh¬ 
ner’s remarks. “Our political 
system has for too long avoid¬ 
ed and ignored this important 
step, and I hope we can come 
together in a bipartisan man¬ 
ner to get it done.” 

White House spokesman Jay 
Carney dismissed suggestions 
that Obama’s letter was moti¬ 
vated by the potential effect of 
rising gas prices on Obama’s 
political prospects. 

“I don’t think when some¬ 
body sticks the credit card in 
the pump or pays a cashier 
the cash for a tank of gas that 
they’re thinking about an 
election in 2012,” he said.Q 



Russian Prime Minister Vladi¬ 
mir Putin speaks at a press 
conference while on a one-day 
visit to Denmark. Europe will 
start receiving Russian natural 
gas via the Nord Stream pipe¬ 
line being constructed under 
the Baltic in October or No¬ 
vember, he said. 

By CHRIS KAHN, 

AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK - Gas pump 
prices continue to climb, hit¬ 
ting $3.87 per gallon on Tues¬ 
day, though experts say the na- 




Delta loses 
$318 million in 
first quarter 


By Kelly Yamanouchi 
© 2011 Cox Newspapers 
ATLANTA — Delta Air Lines 
lost $318 million in the first 
quarter, battered by high fuel 
costs, winter storms and the di¬ 
sasters in Japan. 

Delta’s loss was wider than its 
$256 million first quarter loss 
in 2010. Last quarter’s loss 
amounted to 38 cents a share, 
compared with a 31 cent per 
share loss a year earlier. 

High fuel prices are increasing 
the cost of air travel, as Atlanta- 
based Delta raises air fares to 
cover higher fuel expenses. The 
company said a 30 percent in¬ 
crease in fuel costs had a $610 
million impact. 

Delta earlier this year said it 
was increasing air fares and 
surcharges to help cover higher 


fuel prices, along with plans to 
trim flight capacity plans in the 
second half of the year, retire 
less-efficient aircraft, cut capi¬ 
tal expenditures and adjust fuel 
hedges. 

Delta said severe winter weath¬ 
er, including the January snow¬ 
storm in Atlanta, generated a 
$90 million hit to revenue in the 
quarter, while the earthquake, 
tsunami and nuclear crisis in 
Japan reduced revenue by $35 
million. Delta has a hub at To¬ 
kyo’s Narita Airport. 

The quarter included several 
special items, including $29 
million in gains on fuel hedges, 
a $7 million charge for the re¬ 
tirement of Delta’s DC9-50 fleet 
and a $20 million loss from get¬ 
ting rid of debt. 



Passengers check in at the Delta Airlines counter in LaGuardia Airport in New York. 

(Ruth Fremson/The New York Times) 


The company’s operating rev¬ 
enue was $7.7 billion in the 
quarter, up 13 percent. But op¬ 
erating expense came to $7.8 
billion, up 16 percent. 

“Fuel is the biggest challenge 
facing the industry,” said Delta 
chief executive Richard An¬ 
derson in a written statement, 
noting that Delta is working to 


offset the impact. 

Looking forward, Delta expects 
double-digit growth in unit rev¬ 
enues in the June quarter — a 
result of air fare increases and 
flight capacity cuts, according 
to Delta president Ed Bastian. 
The airline’s flight capacity will 
be up 2 percent to 4 percent in 


the second quarter compared 
with the same period last year. 
Delta also said it refinanced 
its $2.5 billion credit line from 
2007, including a new $1.2 bil¬ 
lion revolving credit line and a 
$1.4 billion loan. Delta’s chief 
financial officer Hank Halter 
said the company is making 
progress on reducing debt.Q 


Gasoline rises to $3.87 per gallon 


tional average should fall even¬ 
tually as Americans drive less. 
Retail gasoline prices have in¬ 
creased for 35 straight days, 
adding 32.2 cents per gallon 
since March 22. They’re above 
$4 per gallon in California, 
New York, Michigan, Illinois, 
Connecticut, Washington D.C., 
Alaska and Hawaii. 

Pump prices, which have fol¬ 
lowed oil higher this year, got 
another boost on Tuesday af¬ 
ter three Texas refineries lost 
power. Authorities said they’re 
still looking for the cause of the 
outage at the Valero, BP and 
Marathon Oil refineries in Tex¬ 
as City. A Dow Chemical plant 
also lost power. 

Gasoline futures increased 2 
cents to $3.3003 per gallon in 
morning trading on the New 


York Mercantile Exchange. 

Oil analyst Tom Kloza said the 
shutdowns may have halted 
300,000 barrels of daily gaso¬ 
line production. It’ll take time 
to get those refineries back in 
order Kloza said. “Refineries 
are finicky. 

It’s not like turning the lights 
back on.” 

Kloza thinks gas will start to 
fall eventually as more con¬ 
sumers drive less and demand 
falls. But the news will prob¬ 
ably get worse before it gets 
better. He expects pump prices 
will soon hit a national average 
of $4 per gallon. 

MasterCard SpendingPulse has 
reported that motorists have cut 
back on gasoline purchases for 
seven straight weeks. Another 
SpendingPulse survey is ex¬ 


pected Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, benchmark crude 
for June delivery was little 
changed. It lost 16 cents at 
$112.12 per barrel on the Ny- 
mex. 

Investors are waiting to hear 
what the Federal Reserve will 
have to say about the nation’s 
economy and interest rates. 
The Fed meets Tuesday and 
Wednesday. The expectation is 
that the central bank will keep 
interest rates where they are 
now, near zero. 

In other Nymex trading for May 
contracts, heating oil gained 
2.23 cents at $3.2212 per gallon 
and natural gas lost 3.5 cents to 
$4,354 per 1,000 cubic feet. 

In London, Brent crude rose 24 
cents to $123.90 per barrel on 
the ICE Futures exchange.□ 



FILE - In this file photo taken March 17, 2011, traders gather at a 
post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. European stocks 
rose moderately Tuesday, April 26, 2011, as traders returned from 
the Easter holiday to face a big week of economic data and shrugged 
at the latest bad budget news from crisis-stricken Greece. 

(AP Photo, file) 
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Facebooklaunches deals 
program, rivals Groupon 


By ELLEN GIBSON, 

AP Retail Writer 

What happens when you cross 
the world’s largest social net¬ 
work with one of the hottest 
business models in e-com¬ 
merce? Facebook wants to 
find out. 

Facebook is launching a deals 
program Tuesday in five U.S. 
cities, following on the popu¬ 
larity of Groupon and other 
services that offer deep dis¬ 
counts — for example: $50 
worth of food at a local eatery 
for $25. 

By allowing small businesses 
to leverage the Internet while 
helping consumers score great 
deals, these group-couponing 
services have become some of 
the fastest-growing businesses 
in the world. 

Facebook now wants a part of 
that. It hopes to exploit its ex¬ 
isting networks of friends and 
family when it begins test¬ 
ing offers in San Diego, San 
Francisco, Atlanta, Dallas and 
Austin, Texas. 

Many deals sites have a social 
component. For instance, if 
you get three friends to buy a 
LivingSocial voucher, yours is 
free. Groupon’s offers become 
valid only after a certain num¬ 
ber of people purchase them. 
But the deals are circulated to 


users through email, and the 
community aspect is second¬ 
ary. 

Facebook is hoping to change 
that. 

“We’re building a product 
that is social from the ground 
up,” says Emily White, direc¬ 
tor of local for Facebook. “All 
of these deals are things you 
want to do with friends, so 
no teeth whitening, but yes to 
river rafting.” 

Starting Tuesday, when Face- 
book users in the five test 
markets log into the site, they 
will see a deals insignia at the 
bottom of the page. 

Clicking on it brings up a list 
of currently available offers. 
A user can buy one, click the 
“like” button to recommend 
it to others or share the offer 
with friends through Face- 
book’s private messaging sys¬ 
tem. When users purchase or 
“like” a deal, it shows up in 
their friends’ news feed. 

That means “the discovery of 
the product can happen in lots 
of different places,” White 
says. 

To get the program started, 
Facebook has enlisted 11 
companies that already supply 
deals elsewhere. Restaurant 
reservation service OpenTable 
will broadcast offers for local 



FILE - In this Feb. 11, 2011 
photo, a Facebook page is seen 
on a computer in Montpelier, 
Vt. Following on the popularity 
of sites like Groupon, Facebook 
is launching its own daily deals 
program Tuesday, April 26, 
2011 in five U.S. cities. The 
social network hopes to exploit 
the peer-to-peer aspect of 
group buying when it begins 
testing offers in San Diego, San 
Francisco, Austin, Atlanta and 
Dallas. 

(AP Photo/Toby Talbot, File) 

eateries, while online ticket 
seller Viagogo will market 
events. 

Not all offers involve dis¬ 
counts. Some are experiences 
people may not otherwise 
have access to, such as a back- 
stage pass to Austin City Lim¬ 
its concerts, a tour of the Dal¬ 
las Cowboys’ new stadium, or 
a children’s sleepover at the 
California Academy of Sci¬ 
ences in San Francisco with 
live-snake demos. □ 


Stocks rise on strong results from Ford, 3M 


By MATTHEW CRAFT, 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK - Stronger earnings reports from 
Ford and 3M helped drive stocks higher Tues¬ 
day. The Standard & Poor’s 500 index was 
headed for its highest close since the financial 
crisis. 

Ford Motor Co. rose 2 percent after the car- 
maker reported its best first quarter earnings 
since 1998. Ford beat Wall Street’s earnings 
estimates with stronger sales of new vehicles. 
3M Co. also rose 2 percent. The maker of 
Post-Its and Scotch Tape said quarterly profit 
jumped 16 percent from a year ago, beating an¬ 
alysts’ estimates. 3M raised its full-year earn¬ 
ings expectations despite taking a hit from the 
earthquake in Japan. 

Delta Air Lines Inc. said rising fuel prices 
played a large role in pushing its quarterly loss 
to 38 cents a share. Analysts expected worse. 
Delta jumped 8.7 percent. 

The Dow Jones industrial average rose 116 
points, or 1 percent, to 12,596 in early after¬ 
noon trading. The Standard & Poor’s 500 index 


rose 13 points, or 0.9 percent, to 1,348. 

If the S&P 500 closes above 1,343, it will set 
a new high for the year and reach its highest 
level since bottoming out at a 12-year low in 
March 2009. 

The Nasdaq composite rose 25 points, or 0.9 
percent, to 2,850. 

Stocks also got a lift from a report on con¬ 
sumer confidence. The Conference Board said 
its confidence index rose in April after falling 
in March. The index is based on the board’s 
survey, which showed that worries about ris¬ 
ing prices and unemployment eased. Among 
the encouraging signs, those who said jobs are 
“hard to get” dropped, while those who expect¬ 
ed higher incomes rose. 

The market’s continued rebound is crucial to 
luring nervous Americans back into investing 
in stocks, said Alan Gayle, senior investment 
strategist at Ridge Worth Investments in Rich¬ 
mond, Va. Gayle said he talks to a lot of re¬ 
tail investors who were burned when markets 
dropped in 2000 and 2008 and remain wary of 
putting their savings into stocks.□ 
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B '°I ENTERTAINMENT 


Westminster Abbey gears up for wedding rehearsal 



Royal enthusiast Tricia Easthope from Norfolk, England, sits in 
her tent across the road from t Westminster Abbey in order to 
ensure the best viewing spot for the upcoming royal wedding, in 
central London, Tuesday, April 26, 2011. Britain’s Prince William 
and Kate Middleton will get married on the Abbey on Friday, 
April 29, 2011. 


By RAPHAEL G. SATTER, 
Associated Press 
LONDON - New flags went 
up, cleaning crews scrubbed 
down, police checked for ex¬ 
plosives and two die-hard fans 
were already camping out. 
Welcome to Westminster Ab¬ 
bey, ground zero for Britain’s 
royal wedding frenzy. 

Scores of police on Tuesday 
carefully examined the large 
temporary media structures 
that have gone up near the 
venerable abbey in central 
London, which will offer 
standing room for the thou- 


(AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis) 

sands of journalists expected 
to cover Friday’s nuptials of 
Prince William and Kate Mid¬ 
dleton. Police slid mini-cam- 
eras inside piles of scaffolding 
pipes to make sure no bombs 
were hidden. 

Scotland Yard’s cavalry arm 
put its ceremonial division, 
known as the Grey Escort, 
through its paces ahead of 
the royal wedding, and the 
military geared up for an 
overnight dress rehearsal in¬ 
volving hundreds of service 
personnel expected to line the 
procession route. 


Streets in London were being 
sealed off so troops from Lon¬ 
don’s Wellington and Hyde 
Park Barracks could partici¬ 
pate in the pre-dawn rehearsal 
Wednesday morning. 

Police plan to deploy around 
5,000 officers to police the 
royal wedding procession, 
but Assistant Commissioner 
Lynne Owens appealed to the 
public to be on guard amid 
fears that Irish or Islamist ex¬ 
tremists could target the cer¬ 
emony. 

“We really need you to be our 
eyes and our ears,” Owens 
said. 

Tuesday was the last day the 
abbey was open to the public 
before closing for wedding 
rehearsals and preparations 
on Wednesday and Thursday. 
Dozens of tourists milling 
around the ancient building 
were asked to pause for a mo¬ 
ment of reflection as a public 
prayer was offered for the up¬ 
coming royal marriage. 
“Today we pray for all cou¬ 
ples preparing for marriage, 
especially today we pray for 
His Royal Highness Prince 
William and Miss Catherine 
Middleton as they prepare for 
their great day on Friday,” the 
Rev. Martin Hume said. 
London has been bracing for 


Review: Fairy tales recede in Hoodwinked Too’ 



In this film publicity image released by The Weinstein Co., Red, 
voiced by Hayden Panetierre, is shown in a scene from ‘Hood¬ 
winked Too.’ 


By JAKE COYLE, 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK - “Hoodwinked 
Too! Hood vs. Evil” might 
have had a chance if its enor¬ 
mously talented voice cast had 
written it, too. 

With Amy Poehler, Bill Hader, 
Joan Cusack, Martin Short and 
even Wayne Newton among 
those lending quite good voice 
work to the film, it’s a shame 
they couldn’t do more to help. 


(AP Photo/The Weinstein Co.) 
Who wouldn’t want to see 
what (other voice contribu¬ 
tors) Andy Dick, Glenn Close 
and Cheech and Chong could 
come up with after a screen¬ 
writing session? 

Instead, we have Hoodwinked 
Too: Hood vs. Evil,” a com¬ 
puter-animated sequel to the 
mostly forgotten 2005 origi¬ 
nal. Six years later, the frac¬ 
tured fairy tale has returned 
with 3-D graphics, more pol¬ 


ished animation and less wit. 
There was some madcap 
charm to the earlier “Hood¬ 
winked!,” which reinterpreted 
the story of Red Riding Hood 
as a “Rashomon”-style detec¬ 
tive story, unearthing an alibi 
for the wolf (Patrick War- 
burton) and a hereto unfore¬ 
seen joie de vivre in Granny 
(Close). 

Such mash-ups of fairy tales 
have become commonplace 
since “Shrek” and children’s 
books like David Wiesner’s 
“The Three Pigs.” 

But “Hoodwinked Too!” 
takes the same characters and 
instead of refashioning a fairy 
tale, casts them in an action 
film plot. Red (Hayden Pa- 
nettiere assuming Anne Ha¬ 
thaway’s role), Wolf, Twitchy 
(an over-caffeinated squir¬ 
rel voiced by Cory Edwards) 
and Granny are now special 
agents in the HE A: Happily 
Ever After Agency. Q 


a surge of visitors ahead of the 
wedding and on Tuesday those 
predictions were borne out as 
the Tower of London recorded 
its highest weekly number of 
visitors in 12 years. London 
and Partners spokeswoman 
Jacqueline French said the city 
could expect some 600,000 
tourists specifically there for 
the royal wedding. 

In London and across the 
country, Britons were getting 
ready to mark Friday with 
royal wedding parties. At the 
prime minister’s Downing 
Street residence, just down 
the road from Westminster 
Abbey, children were bak¬ 
ing cupcakes in anticipation 
of a wedding-themed charity 
bash. The children, joined by 
Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron’s wife Samantha, posed 
for pictures as they finished 
their cupcakes, which were 
topped with Union Jack flags 
and edible stickers of the royal 
couple. 


Overseas visitors need to be 
fed too: Britain’s Foreign Sec¬ 
retary William Hague was to 
host a dinner Thursday for all 
foreign dignitaries arriving to 
attend the wedding ceremony. 
Those who couldn’t make it 
sent their regards. 

Sailors from the HMS Iron 
Duke, the frigate on which 
Prince William served in 
2008, addressed a video mes¬ 
sage to the prince and his fian¬ 
cee that carried “best wishes 
for their wedding day and fu¬ 
ture life together.” 

At a prime spot along the 
wedding procession route, 
John Loughrey of London, 
a 56-year-old self-described 
“super-fan” of the late Prin¬ 
cess Diana, was already 
camped out. 

Wearing a shirt with William 
and Middleton’s photo and 
the words: “Diana would be 
proud,” Loughrey predicted 
that Friday would “be a fabu¬ 
lous, fantastic day.’Q 


Oscars hold to late 
February 2012 



FILE - In this Feb. 26, 2011 file photo, Oscar statues stand 
in front of the Kodak Theatre as preparations for the 83rd 
Academy Awards continue in Los Angeles. The 84th Academy 
Awards will be presented on Sunday, February 26, 2012, 
Academy President Tom Sherak announced Tuesday. 

(AP Photo/Jae C. Hong) 


LOS ANGELES - The Academy Awards are sticking to the 
last weekend in February rather than moving to an earlier 
date. 

Tom Sherak, president of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, announced Tuesday that next year’s ceremony 
will be held Feb. 26, the same Sunday as most other recent 
Oscar shows. 

Oscar organizers have considered moving up the show, 
saying that earlier film awards might be stealing some of the 
thunder of Hollywood’s biggest night. 

Nominations for the 84th Oscars will be announced Jan. 
24.□ 




























Koyari 23 

In the upscale area of Koyari you 
find this beauty of a villa with 
pool and large guest house. 

The villa and guest house measure 
a total of 4290 sq.ft.and are built 
on a large lot of 0.4 acres.The villa 
consist of a very large living room, 
4 bedrooms and 3.5 bathrooms. 
On the other side of the porch 
you find the kitchen with laundry 
room. All bedrooms come with 
built in closets.The kitchen and 
laundry are fully equipped and 
most of the furniture is incl. 
llS£J84tfOO- 


US $ 695. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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'FAVIFUNMCION CU HISIOH" 


Rocker Vince Neil finishes 
Vegas Dill requirements 


Vince Neil of Motley Crue ar¬ 
rives for the 3rd Annual Re¬ 
volver Golden Gods Awards, 
Tuesday, April 20, 2011, in Los 
Angeles. 

(AP Photo/Chris Pizzello) 


LAS VEGAS - Motley Crue 
singer Vince Neil has com¬ 
pleted requirements of his Las 
Vegas drunken driving sen¬ 
tence. 

Court officials and Neil’s 
lawyer, David Chesnoff, say a 
Las Vegas judge declared the 
DUI case closed Tuesday. The 
50-year-old rocker didn’t ap¬ 
pear at the hearing in person. 
Neil served 10 days of a 15- 
day jail sentence in February, 
another 15 days of house ar¬ 
rest, paid a fine and complet¬ 
ed drunk driving and victim 
impact counseling. 

Court spokeswoman Mary 
Ann Price says Neil also made 
a $500 donation to Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving. 

Neil pleaded guilty in January 
to driving drunk in his Lam¬ 
borghini last summer near the 
Las Vegas Strip. 

He faces arraignment Monday 
on separate misdemeanor bat¬ 
tery and disorderly conduct 
charges after a casino show¬ 
room confrontation with an 
ex-girlfriend on March 24.Q 


Mexican actress gets 30 days in marriage case 


FILE - In this file photo taken 
Dec. 1, 2010, Mexican-born 
actress Fernanda Romero lis¬ 
tens during an interview in 
Mexico City. Romero, who has 
admitted to lying to immigra¬ 
tion authorities, is due in court 
Monday, April 25, 2011, for 
sentencing. 

(AP Photo/Alexandre 
Meneghini, file) 

By GREG RISLING, 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - A Mexi¬ 
can soap opera star accused of 
entering a sham marriage to 
stay in the United States was 
sentenced Monday to 30 days 
in jail after admitting she lied 
during an immigration pro¬ 
ceeding. 


Outer Critics release theater prize nominations 


eluding best new Broadway 
musical, outstanding new 
score, choreography and di¬ 
rection. 

A1 Pacino was nominated as 
outstanding actor in a play for 
his Shylock in “The Merchant 
of Venice” 

The circle is made up of writ¬ 
ers and commentators who 
cover New York theater for 
out-of-town media outlets. 
Their awards will be handed 
out this year on May 26.□ 


Fernanda Romero and her 
husband, Kent Ross, were 
both expected to avoid serv¬ 
ing time as a result of plea 
bargains in the case. 

However, U.S. District Judge 
Manuel Real noted the seri¬ 
ousness of the crime — the 
two pleaded guilty to mak¬ 
ing false statements — and 
ordered both to start serving 
their sentences on weekends 
beginning in June. 

Prosecutors recommended 
Romero pay a $5,000 fine 
and serve five years’ proba¬ 
tion. Real agreed with placing 
Romero and Ross, both 28, on 
probation but did not require 
either of them to pay a fine. 
“It’s disappointing,” one of 
Romero’s attorneys, Vicki 
Podberesky, said after the 
hearing. 

“Ms. Romero is remorseful 
for what happened. 

The Mexican-born actress 
has had bit roles in U.S. films 
such as the 2009 horror movie 
“Drag Me To Hell,” but is per¬ 
haps best known for appear¬ 
ing in the Mexican soap opera 
“Eternamente Tuya,” which 
means “eternally yours.” 
Romero and Ross’ lives for 
the past year have played 
out like a telenova, with fed¬ 
eral agents arresting them last 
April on suspicion of duping 
immigration officials about 
their marital status. 

The couple maintain they 
love each other, but say their 
marriage fell apart partially 
because their courtship was 
so quick. The couple are not 
divorced. 

Several former acquaintances 
testified against the pair at a 
trial last summer. And fed¬ 


eral prosecutors presented 
evidence that Romero and 
Ross lived in separate homes, 
contrary to information the 
two provided on immigration 
forms. 

Prosecutors also said the pair 
dated other people and essen¬ 
tially lived separate lives. 

A mistrial was declared in 
September after jurors report¬ 
ed deliberations had grown 
hostile. A retrial was set for 
February, and Romero and 
Ross each faced five years in 
prison if convicted of mar¬ 
riage fraud and other charges. 
The two ended up pleading 
guilty to the lesser false-state- 
ment charges. 

According to court docu¬ 
ments, Romero admitted lying 
when she claimed Ross and 
her mother “hung out all the 
time.” Ross, a musician and 
restaurant worker, admitted 
he lied when he said he and 
Romero lived together. Pros¬ 
ecutors contended Ross was 
paid $5,000 to marry Romero 
so she could obtain permanent 
residency. 

A tearful Romero apologized 
for her actions during sen¬ 
tencing. 

“This has made me grow and 
made me a better person,” she 
told the judge. Her attorneys 
asked for home detention and 
noted she has some acting 
commitments. But Real used 
his discretion, which allowed 
him to give Romero and Ross 
up to six months in prison. 

“I think it was a serious of¬ 
fense for both of them,” the 
judge said.Q 


Whoopi Goldberg, left, and Patina Miller appear at the curtain 
call for the opening night performance of the Broadway musical 
‘Sister Act’ in New York, Wednesday, April 20, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Charles Sykes) 


NEW YORK - The Broad¬ 
way musicals “Sister Act and 
“Anything Goes” top the list 
of nominations for the Outer 
Critics Circle Awards. 
Organizers announced Tues¬ 
day that “Sister Act,” the show 
based on the 1992 Whoopi 


Goldberg movie, earned nine 
nominations, while the revival 
of Cole Porter’s “Anything 
Goes” nabbed eight nomina¬ 
tions. 

“The Book of Mormon” from 
the creators of “South Park” 
received six nominations, in- 


FOR SALE 

Beautiful large luxury house 
on a 1930m2 property land 
Price US$670,000 
For more information cel: 592-2155 


G*nM£| 

Best & Solid Real Estate 


Tropicana Aruba 
Resort & Casino 

at Eagle Beach 
Privately Owned One 
Bedroom Suites 
Full kitchen, Dining- 
Living Room Area, 
Sleeps 4 

Rental $800 or Lifetime 
Purchase $3,500 per 
week - Winter Season 
Rental $650 or Lifetime 
Purchase $2,000 per 
week-All others 
We have our 
representatives ready to 
visit you. Give us a call!!! 
Owen 748 9909 
David 592 8401 
josflak@hotmail.com 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Irritate 

5 Like a twang 

10 Raise 

14 Concept 

15 Run and wed 

16 Competent 

17 Outer garment 

18 Charge that 
places blame 

20 One of Santa’s 
little helpers 

21 Fir or banyan 

22 Assail; hem in 

23 Nonsense 

25 “For _ a Jolly 
Good Fellow” 

26 Drunk 

28 Cake maker’s 
mixture 

31 Uses a towel 

32 Frets; worries 

34 Curved bone 

36 Mischief- 
makers 

37 Not hopeful, as 
a situation 

38 Word after 
Scotch or duct 

39 whiz!” 

40 Sixteen ounces 

41 One who gets 
just his feet wet 

42 Helping with 
the dishes 

44 Ali’s sport 

45 Last part 

46 Souvenir; 
memento 

47 Seaweeds 

50 Unable to hear 

51 Part of a 
blackjack 

54 Office meeting 
areas 

57 Smallest bit of 
an element 

58 Wicked 

59 Own up 

60 Bacterium 

61 Opposite of 
acknowledge 

62 Encounters 

63 Small whirlpool 

DOWN 

1 Uncle Ben’s 
product 


2 False deity 

3 Bug that sucks 
plant juices 

4 Have a meal 

5 Got closer to 

6 Narrow street 

7 White fish 

8 Hairy as an _ 

9 Lower limb 

10 Most recent 

11 Heron’s cousin 

12 Floating sheet 
of ice 

13 Canvas shelter 
19 Helps in crime 
21 Foot digits 

24 Small bills 

25 Bird of prey 

26 Single gulp 

27 Like a three- 
minute egg 

28 Rosary piece 

29 Did away with 

30 Become 
mature, as fruit 

32 Hit hard 

33 Half of a score 
35 Mass detached 

from a glacier 


37 James _; 007 

38 Cab 

40 Longed 

41 Lobo 

43 Annually 

44 Animals 

46 Send in, as 
one’s payment 

47 Not up yet 


48 Hate’s opposite 

49 Make progress 

50 Capitol roof’s 
feature, often 

52 Drape puller 

53 TV show award 

55 Male sheep 

56 “_to Billy Joe” 

57 Grow old 
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whims, nx 


TROPICANA ARUBA 

RESORT & CASINO 

WKs 51,52 1BR 
Sale $4,000, Rent $800 
WKs 1 thru 15 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $800 
WKs 16 thru 50 1BR 
Sale $2,000, Rent $650 


ARUBA BEACH CLUB 

Wk 50, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 


CASA DEL MAR 

Wk 36, Ambassador 
Sale $4,500, Rent $600 


DIVI PHOENIX 

Wk 8 Studio 
Wk 9 1BR 


LA QUINTA 
BEACH RESORT 

WK 37,1BR Sale 
$3,000, Rent $600 
WK 47, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 

PARADISE 
BEACH VILLAS 

WK 1, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 2, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 4, $12,995 2BR Pool 
Wk 5 $11,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 6 $11,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 8 $9,000 1BR Garden* 
Wk 8 $12,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 9 $8,500 1BR Garden* 
Wk 9 $12,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 10, $6,500 1BR Garden 
Wk 10, $9,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 14, $13,000 2BR Pool* 
Wk 24 $1,860 Studio 
Wk 19, 3,15 1BR Garden 
Wk 20, $4,200 1BR Pool 
Wk 31 $1,920 1BR 
(Even Yr.) 

Wk 32 $7,200 2BR Pool 
Wk 38 $6,600 2BR Pool 
Wk 42 $4,500 1BR Pool 
Wk 45 $11,000 2 BR Pool* 


OCCIDENTAL 

WKs 2-17, $16,000 
1BR OF Supreme Float 


MORE WEEKS AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

Please call 748-9909 

arubadreamvacations 

@hotmail.com 


Services & Classifieds 


Affordable 

and 

Effective 


US$8.50 (AWG. 15.00) lor 3 (three) days with a maximum of 30 words. We accept submissions until 5pm (Monday - Friday). 
Email: classifieds@arubalodav.com Credit Cards Acceptable. We would he happy to email you our credit card lorm. 


For Sale 

At Casa del Mar 
Presidential 2 bdr / 2bath 

wk39- 1411 $6800 
wk41 - 1505 $9000 
wk42- 1419 $9000 
murielhver@aol.com 

Tel: 1-631-366-0228 

190745 

Marriott Ocean Club Platinum 
Season 

1 bedr. oceanfront $22,000 

2 bedroom oceanview $23,000 
e-mail:jwkjuice@aol.com 

USA 937-609-2080 

_ 192919 . 

Nice home in Paradera, only 6 
minutes to downtown and 
beaches. 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, livingroom, nice 
kitchen. Facilities: Pool and 
laundry area. Asking price: 
$258,000 call: 733-6681 /745- 
3510E-mail: 

mlandabusiness@hotmail.com 

_ 190921 

For Rent 

Do you want to stay more days 
in Aruba? We have apts & 
houses for rent by days, weeks 
& months. Call: 733-6681 / 
745-3510. E-mail: 
marita.landa@qmail.com 

1 9 0921 

Vacacion special Easter wk. 
Casa del Mar Ambassador 
Ibrd. 4pers. $625 
April 23-30. 

Aruba Beach Club 
Wk 22 May 28 June 4 
Wk 27 July 2-9 
Wk 30 July-Aug. 6 
All weeks $650 4 pers. 
Tel: 583-4403/560-3297 

190918 


Salon/Spa Special 

Manicure + Pedicure $30 
F.Body masage (60min) $45 
Scrub + Masage 60min $55 
Facial $40 
Call now 583-7338 / 
737-1408 “serious spa, 
serious work. 



KEEP ARUBA 

CLEAN 



$8500 
$6000 
$8500 
$4500 each 
$6000 


always your best option 


Mariott Ocean Club 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

Marriott Surf Club 
2Bedroom Platinum Garden View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

La Cabana Beach And Raquet Club 
1 Br wk 13 Room 342 Pool/ocean view 
1 bedroom wk 15 room 241 A Ocean view 
1 Br wk 1 4 Room 340 C pool/ocean view 
Studio wk 1 8/1 9 Room 1 1 2B pool/ocean view 
Studio wk 16 room 106B pool/ocean 

Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 
4tudio wk 14 room 504 ocean view 
Studio wk 18 Room 803 ocean view 
Studio wk 15 room 404 ocean view 
Studio wk 15 room 403 oce an view 
1 Br wk 1 6 room 1 205 Ocean View 

Occidental Resort 
2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 
3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 
2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 3 Room 344 Ocean View 

Dutch Village 

Studio wk 17 Room 126 Pool/View 

Divi Village 

2Br wk 16 Room 3503 Ocean View 

Divi Links 

2Br wkl5/16 Room 4125/4126 mainfloor 8 hole 2 stories$65000 
Pardise Beach Villas 
2Br wk 15 room 301 pool/ocean 
1 Br wk 1 8 room 1 03 pool/ocean view 

Amsterdam Manor 
2Br wk 1/52 whole year room 213 

Renaissance Siutes 
1 Br wk 13 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 3 Room 2137 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 6 Room 2550 Ocean Front 

The Mill Resort 



$23000 

>15000 


$5000 

$10000 


$8500 

$7000 

$550000 

$9500 

$9500 

$9000 


2Br wk 14 room 234 B/C pool/view 

Riu Palace 

1 Br wk 1 4 room 348 pool/ocean view 
1 br wk 14 room 368 Pool/Ocean view 
1 Br wk 15 Room 542 Pool/Ocean View 
2Br wk 15 Room 349/350 pool/ocean view 

La Qiunta Beach Resort 

1 Br wk 1 4 Room 1 03 pool/ocean View 

Tiera Del sol 

House 2Bedroom 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio Full Airco 
Water Heather 


$8000 

$6000 

$6000 

$6000 

$8500 

$7000 


$531000 




ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY! 

Huge villa directly on the BEACH located in Aruba's most 
prestigious community, Arashi Beach. Absolutely amazing views! 
This 2- story villa features 6 bedrooms + maid's room, magnificent 
covered balcony with breathtaking view, private pool and 
entertainment area. Best location of all beachfront homes. Great 
Investment! Directly on the Beach, Amazing Views and Privacy! 
What more can you ask for! Price: $3,500,000 


ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com — www.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other properties for sale, All our listings are carefully selected 



Lets 

STOP VIOLENCE 
ABUSE 

Tel: 583-5400 




DOCTOR ON DUTY 


DIA 26 APRIL 


Dr.vanTright 

DIA 27 APRIL 

Dr.Sneek 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Di Serv. Noord N.V. Tel: 586-4616 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


San Nicolas N.V. Tel: 584-5712 


Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 




Emergency * 

Numbers 


Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 


Oranjestad 



Ambulance 

Police 


582-1234 

582-4000 


San Nicolas 

Ambulance 584-5050 

Police station 584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 584-1606 

Valero Security 584-1720 

Services 


Information 

Setar 

Taxi 

Taxi- Tas 
Profesional Taxi 
Taxi D.T.S. 
Service Aruba 


118 

582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


Ship 


26 Arcadia 
26 Island Princess 

28 Sea Princess 

29 Sea Princess 



Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 
American AirlinesTel: 582-2700 


Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 


Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 


Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 

Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 
Foundation Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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CERN physics lab downplays claim of key discovery 



FILE - The March 30, 2010 file photo shows a scientist of the 
European Organization for Nuclear Research, CERN, gesturing 
in the Alice experiment control room at their headquarters 
outside Geneva, Switzerland. Officials at the world’s biggest 
particle physics lab are playing down claims of a major discovery 
after a leaked internal memo sparked excitement among science 
enthusiasts that the elusive Higgs-boson ‘God particle’ has been 
found. A spokesman for the European Organization for Nuclear 
Research, or CERN, said the observation by scientists working at 
the US$10-billion Large Hadron Collider ‘is probably nothing.’ 

(AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus) 


By FRANK JORDANS, 
Associated Press 
GENEVA - The world’s big¬ 
gest particle physics lab on 
Tuesday played down claims 
of a major discovery, after a 


elusive Higgs boson — or 
4 God particle’ — may have 
been found ricocheted around 
science websites. 

A spokesman for CERN, the 
European Organization for 


leaked memo hinting that the Nuclear Research, said the 

mm mm 


MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICES 



565-9535 


SERVING MEN • WOMEN • COUPLE 
24 HOURS SERVICE 

DELIVERY & PICK-UP 

pleasureinaruba@hotmail.com 


Beautiful Latin Girls 


I^One Oh/i/ig finding 

Beautiful Latina Girls 
We do men, Women & 
Couples 24 hours straigth 
7 days a week. 

onehappyendingaruba.com 

Doll. 5612598 
If dll. 5617819 



memo wasn’t intended for 
publication and the claims 
likely wouldn’t withstand 
closer scrutiny. If proven to 
exist, the Higgs particle could 
explain why matter has mass, 
an enormous scientific break¬ 
through. 

“The note is certainly genu¬ 
ine,” spokesman James Gil¬ 
lies told The Associated Press 
on Tuesday. But he said such 
memos are merely the very 
first step in a rigorous peer- 
review process that tends to 
result in spectacular claims 
being knocked down by other 
scientists. 

“I think the excitement is due 
mainly to the incredible sense 
of anticipation there is in par¬ 
ticle physics at the moment,” 
said Gillies. 


Thousands of researchers 
around the world are por¬ 
ing over data generated at 
CERN’s $ 10-billion Large 
Hadron Collider near Geneva, 
and many expect it to produce 
significant discoveries about 
the makeup of matter and oth¬ 
er mysteries of the universe in 
the years to come. 

“The Higgs really is the Holy 
Grail of particle physics and 
that’s why this is so impor¬ 
tant,” said Phillip F. Schewe, 
a spokesman for the American 
Institute of Physics. 
Previously, much of the ini¬ 
tial debate would have taken 
place behind closed doors. 
But the buzz surrounding the 
Large Hadron Collider and the 
development of social media 
networks means even early- 


stage science is leaking out 
and quickly spreading world¬ 
wide. 

“It’s unusual for this sort of 
specific, detailed material to 
be made public,” said Peter 
Woit, a physicist at Colum¬ 
bia University on whose blog 
the memo first appeared last 
week. 

Woit said he chose not to sup¬ 
press the posting, as it had 
already generated dozens of 
comments by the time he saw 
it — many of them skeptical. 
“This was accurate informa¬ 
tion of interest to my blog 
readers,” he said. 

The note was posted anony¬ 
mously, but carried the names 
of four researchers working at 
CERN’s Atlas experiment. □ 


Human terrarium, Biosphere 2, looking good at 20 


By ALLEN G. BREED, 

AP National Writer 
ORACLE, Ariz. - Jane 
Poynter and seven compa¬ 
triots agreed to spend two 
years sealed inside a 3-acre 
terrarium in the Sonoran Des¬ 
ert. Their mission back in the 
1990s: To see whether humans 
might someday be able to cre¬ 
ate self-sustaining colonies in 
outer space. 

Two decades later, the only 
creatures inhabiting Biosphere 
2 are cockroaches, nematodes, 
snails, crazy ants and assorted 
fish. Scientists are still using 
the 7.2-million-square-foot 


facility, only now the focus is 
figuring out how we’ll survive 
on our own warming planet. 
Next month, workers will be¬ 
gin a new chapter for “B2” — 
building the first of three en¬ 
closed soil slopes in what was 
once the “intensive agricul¬ 
tural biome,” the space where 
Poynter and the other original 
“biospherians” grew the rice, 
sorghum, peanuts, bananas, 
papayas, sweet potatoes and 
lablab beans that supplied 90 
percent of their nutritional 
needs. 

The new “Land Evolution 
Observatory” — a 10-year, 


$5 million project — will 
help scientists learn how veg¬ 
etation, topography and other 
factors affect rainwater’s jour¬ 
ney through a watershed and 
into our drinking supplies. 
“What makes me really happy 
is that it really does capture a 
lot of what we were trying to 
do in the early years of Bio¬ 
sphere 2,” says Poynter, who 
founded an aerospace com¬ 
pany with husband and fellow 
biospherian Taber MacCal- 
lum. “I mean, they’re doing 
some world-class science. 
They really have the vision 
of the place. They understand 
what it was intended for in 
many ways.” And research¬ 
ers say Biosphere 2 may be 
even more relevant today 
than when those first people 
passed through the airlocks on 
Sept. 26, 1991. 

Located about 30 miles north¬ 
east of Tucson in the foothills 
of the Santa Catalina Moun¬ 
tains, B2 rises out of the high- 
desert landscape like a giant 
glass-and-steel ziggurat.Q 


PURE & SENSUAL 


MASSAGE FANTASY 


LOOKING FOR COMPANIONSHIP WHILE IN ARUBA 


• Service 24 hours 

• Special Massage Fantasy 
■ Out call & in call service 

• Private Sailing Trips 


• Beautiful Girls 

• Serving Men, Women, Couples 

• Bachelor Parties for Men & Women 

• And much more 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. 

CALL: 561-5515 

Email: pureandsensual69@yhaoo.com 
pimp69daddy@live.com 


CAU 

ANYTIME 


l 


The First & Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 


IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 




Yum! 




arubaescorts@hotmail.cor 


Massage Service | 


lAfe service IUIen v 
Women & Couples 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 

Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum 


24 Hours Straight Service • We Guarantee 

7 Days a Week ANYTIME • Quality, Service & Reliability 

Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yam Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum 
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Chavez condena ataque a complejo residencial de Gadafi 


El presidente venezolano Hugo Chavez afirmo 
el martes que los ataques aereos de la OTAN en- 
focado en el complejo residencial de Moamar 
Gadafi no tienen sentido y estan destinados a 
matar al lider libio. 

El lider venezolano ademas informo que re- 
cientemente llego a esta nacion sudamericana 
una delegacion de Libia para estudiar las pro- 
puestas para una solucion diplomatica al con- 
flicto que agobia a ese pais norafricano. 
Chavez denuncio el ataque al complejo libio de 
Bab al-Aziziya, afirmando que “andan buscan- 
dolo para matarlo pues... ^Como apoyar eso?”. 
El mandatario venezolano se considera amigo 
del lider libio y con vehemencia ha rechazado 
las acciones militares intemacionales igual que 
Cuba, Nicaragua y Bolivia. 

“Nosotros estamos haciendo un esfuerzo, 
modesto esfuerzo tratando de que se busque 
una salida politica a ese y a todos los conflic- 
tos que en el mundo pueden haber”, agrego el 
gobemante durante una reunion de cancilleres 
de America Latina y el Caribe. 

El comando operativo de la OTAN ha dicho 
que el ataque contra Bab al-Aziziya estuvo di- 
rigido contra un centro de mando del ejercito y 


senalo que dudan que Gadafi hubiera estado en 
el inmueble. 

“Han venido a nuestro pais a buscar una salida 
politica a la crisis de Libia”, destaco. “Estamos 
empenados en buscar una salida politica al dra¬ 
ma que hoy vive el pueblo de Libia”. 

Chavez propuso hace dos meses la creacion de 
una comision internacional de paz para detener 
los enfrentamientos armados en Libia. 

Al respecto, el canciller venezolano Nicolas 
Maduro indico que diplomaticos de varios 
paises de America Latina discutieron sobre “la 
necesidad de romper la inercia de la guerra que 
se ha impuesto” en Libia y pidio el apoyo de la 
Union Africana para impulsar el dialogo entre 
los rebeldes y el gobierno de Gadafi. 

El gobemante sudamericano reitero sus criti- 
cas a Estados Unidos y sus aliados europeos, 
acusandolos de “querer apoderarse del petroleo 
y el agua de Libia... entonces estan tirandole 
bombas, bombas van y bombas vienen y caen 
en cuarteles, hospitales, centros comerciales”. 
“Ya esta bueno de atropellos, guerras, inva- 
siones contra los pueblos del tercer mundo”, 
enfatizo.Q 


Encuesta AP: Solo conmocion petrolera 
puede detener a economia 



En esta fotografia sin fecha proporcionada por la Universidad 
Point Loma Nazarene, aparece la doctora Lynn Reaser, directora 
del Fermanian Business & Economic Institute. 


(Foto AP/Point Loma Nazarene University, archivo) 


La economia estadounidense 
es ahora lo suficientemente 
fuerte para soportar la tur- 
bulencia en Medio Oriente y 
la crisis nuclear en Japon, y 
unicamente un alza consider¬ 
able en el precio del petroleo 
podria detenerla en este mo- 
mento. 

Esos son los hallazgos de una 
encuesta realizada por The 
Associated Press entre lideres 


economistas, quienes tienen 
cada vez mayor confianza 
en una recuperacion que ya 
tiene casi dos anos en curso. 
Los expertos esperan que la 
economia crezca mas rapido 
durante cada trimestre de este 
ano. 

Elio se debe en parte a que los 
economistas piensan que los 
estadounidenses gastaran con 
mayor libertad en los proxi- 


mos meses. El alza en los pre- 
cios de las acciones ha hecho 
que la gente tenga mas dinero, 
y una reduccion en las cuotas 
por nomina al sistema de Se- 
guridad Social esta proporcio- 
nando este ano a la mayoria 
de los gmpos familiares entre 
1.000 y 2.000 dolares adicio- 
nales. 

Tambien se espera que con- 
tinuen fiiertes las exportacio- 
nes estadounidenses y el gasto 
corporativo, que han ayudado 
a empujar la recuperacion, 
segun la encuesta trimestral 
sobre economia de la AP. 

El factor que podria detonar 
una segunda recesion seria un 
repunte del precio del petroleo 
al nivel de 150 dolares por bar- 
ril, dijeron los economistas. 
Actualmente el cmdo se coti- 
za a unos 112 dolares por bar- 
ril. La cotizacion record, esta- 
blecida en el verano del 2008, 
fue de cerca de 147 dolares. 
“La economia esta recuper- 
ando parte de su fortaleza per- 
dida y ahora parece tener una 
piel mucho mas gmesa de la 
que tenia hace seis meses o un 
ano, y eso le esta ayudando a 
manejar varias fuerzas negati- 
vas”, dijo Lynn Reaser, miem- 
bro del directorio de la Asoci- 
acion Nacional de Economia 
Empresarial.Q 



presidente venezolano Hugo Chavez 


Van 258 cadaveres en 
fosas en dos estados del 
norte de Mexico 


Autoridades localizaron el martes mas cadaveres en fosas 
clandestinas en dos estados del norte de Mexico, que en total 
sumaban 258 cuerpos. 

En Tamaulipas, en el nordeste de Mexico, se habian encon- 
trado 183 cadaveres; mientras que en Durango, en el noro- 
este del pais, la cifra alcanzo los 75 cuerpos, segun reportes 
de autoridades estatales y federates. 

La procuradora general de Mexico, Marisela Morales, in¬ 
formo a la prensa que en Tamaulipas se elevo de 177 a 183 
la cifra de cadaveres en al menos 40 fosas encontradas en 
San Fernando, una municipalidad cercana a la frontera con 
Estados Unidos. 

Las autoridades atribuyen las muertes de Tamaulipas al car¬ 
tel de las drogas de Los Zetas, el mismo gmpo responsabili- 
zado del homicidio de 72 migrantes en agosto de 2010, tam¬ 
bien en San Fernando. 

Mientras, la Fiscalia de Durango informo que el martes se 
encontraron 21 cadaveres en fosas en una zona residencial 
de la capital del mismo nombre, con lo cual aumento a 75 el 
numero de cuerpos. 

En dias anteriores, y en una zona distinta de Durango, las 
autoridades habian encontrado otras fosas con 10 cuerpos 
completos y tres decapitados, asi como cuatro cabezas hu- 
manas. 

Las autoridades no han senalado los motivos de los ho- 
micidios, ni los han atribuido a algun grupo del crimen 
organizado.Q 
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Breakfast @ 



Come and enjoy our delicious breakfast buffet! 


Including: 

Omelet station: we cook it any way you like 
it, bread, cereals, pancakes, sausages, bacon, 
coffee and/or tea and lots more.. 

For only $ 11,99! 


NEW! You can now choose our $ 14. 
breakfast buffet option; including juice! 




So come and start your day at 
MooMba Beach with a 
mouthwatering breakfast! 


Moomba Beach is located between the Holiday Inn and 

Marriott Surf Club, right on the beach! 

AKUdA 

WINE For more information please call: 586 5365 
or go online at www.moombabeach.com 










